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T

Given to hospitality (Romans 12:13; I Timothy 3:2)

he current idea of hospitality has been limited in our day to the idea of merely entertaining guests. This, however, is not the idea
being conveyed in the Scriptures, which carries with
it the concept of using our homes as a ministry base
to supply the needs of others.
Our word “hospital,” the root for hospitality, greatly
helps us to understand the true meaning of the word.
A hospital is a place where those in need – those
who are hurting, wounded and broken – go for aid
in healing and recovery. The believer’s home is for
more than the modern concept of “entertainment”
– it is a place of comfort, rest and healing; a haven
where weary souls are soothed, refreshed, consoled
and calmed.
Interestingly enough, William Tyndale’s Bible translated “given to hospitality” as
“diligently to harbor”
Now, there’s a rich, restful word – “harbor.” It is defined as:
A place of security and comfort — Merriam-Webster
Any shelter or safe place — Wordsmyth
A place of refuge and comfort and security —
Mnemonic
An asylum; a shelter; a place of safety from storms
or danger — Webster’s (1828)

The believer’s home is to be a place of security, comfort, safety and refuge to those who are hurting. It is
a “sane”-asylum from an insane world; a shelter from
the dangers of the storms of life – a heavenly respite,
a divine breath of air.
Little wonder that the Bible in Basic English translates “given to hospitality” as
“ready to take people into your houses.”
Hospitality is love-in-action, as can be seen from the
first part of Romans 12:13, which instructs its readers as to “distributing to the necessity of the saints.”
Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to
hospitality.
Hospitality must be seen in the light of its context:
distributing to necessities. Biblical hospitality, then,
is not an act of mere “entertainment,” but rather the
divine ministry of reaching out in love to others in
need. Hospitality is more than coffee and a dough(see Hospitality, page 51)
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Be kind to each other (Ephesians 4:32).



Loving
Large

Editorial

What We Get out of It
Perhaps some families approach polygamy from the attitude of what they can get out of it. Granted, there can
be many advantages to plural marriage for everyone involved. However, what the members of the family “receive” as benefits are side blessings to the addition of another family member.
The focus of any relationship – especially of a new wife –
is not what we can “get” out of it, but what can we “give.”
Surely an existing wife, the current children and the
husband can benefit from the addition of a new wife in
many practical ways, but ultimately it is what the family,
especially the husband, “gives” to her that is the primary
issue.
Although an additional wife may “help” family members
greatly, that may not in reality offset the great amount
“given” to her. As husbands we are to live, laying down
our lives for our wives.
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved
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the church, and gave himself for it (Ephesians 5:25).
If a husband approaches the addition of a wife for its benefit for him or his family, there needs to be an adjustment
made. A wife, first or additional, is to be viewed as our
greatest ministry and work – the greatest work of our lives.
Women, especially those broken emotionally, spiritually,
mentally, etc. by our society, are in tremendous need of
ministry. If we approach this primarily for what we can
“get” out of this relationship, rather than primarily for
what we can “give,” we set ourselves up for great disappointment, frustration and resentment, when we don’t
“get” our expected “needs” met.
On the other hand, if we enter such a relationship with
the idea that we are going to “give” this woman something, then we can’t be disappointed even if we end up
“giving” her a lot! This is the nature of being a husband,
or being a family member, of being a Father’s vessel of
ministry, rather than they being His vessel of ministry to
us. Hopefully the ministry would be mutual.
Until next month, your servant,

Clyde L. Pilkington
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We will attempt to take an honest, fresh look at the subject of the family from a Biblical perspective, and to recover truth
that has too long remained hidden under the veils of traditionalism, prejudice, misunderstanding, and fear (Mark 7:7, 13).
Readers are encouraged to be as the Bereans and search the Scriptures (Acts 17:10-11; I Thessalonians 5:21). This
publication is not intended to provide personal or legal advice.
Minor changes to punctuation and grammar may have been made to articles for better reading.
Copyright © 2013 Patriarch Publishing House™
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Bible study is meant not merely to inform us, but to transform us.
Hospitality (continued from front page)

nut, or a dinner party. It is not a luxury, but a necessity. It will not be learned from Emily Post, Martha
Stewart or Rachel Ray. It is learned from the Lord.
Hospitality is the spiritual opening of our hearts that
then extends to the opening of our lives and homes.

After Polygamy Was
Made a Sin

The Greek word for hospitality is philoxenia, which
is a compound word derived from: philos (meaning
“dear” or “friendly”) and xenia (meaning “lodging” –
so translated in Philemon :22). This compound word
can be translated as “friendly lodging.” It is about
someone in need of a friend – and not just a friend,
but a place of friendship – a place that is dear.

260 pp., PB. $30

Just who might be in need of such a dear lodgingplace? A single mother and her children; one struggling with addiction or depression; an abused or
abandoned spouse; a hurting neighbor; a youth who
has lost their way; a financially distraught couple; a
desperately grieving widow; a child whose mother
works night shift; a rejected pregnant teenager; a
broken-hearted divorcee; a lonely senior citizen; a
mentally handicapped youth, etc.
Hospitality is not about the giving of one’s evening
to another for “entertainment”; rather, it is about the
selfless life of Christ in us, giving of our life, time,
home and resources to another in need. It is becoming a vessel of mercy: a conduit of our Father’s great
love to those who are hurting.
While the world of “Christian Service” goes on with
its endless activities of “ministry for the Lord,” God
is quietly, steadily, faithfully at work in the homes of
believers doing some of His greatest, most masterful
work on the planet.
As impressive as all of the religious activities may appear to be, it is often little more than religious fluff.
It is too little, too late. True ministry is intensely
personal, borne out of self-sacrifice for another. It is
freely being spent (used up) in the situation of life
where Father has placed us.
Regardless of how one may “see” things or “feel”
about the value of their personal sacrifice, it is in the
silent, unrecognized giving of one’s self and one’s
Issue 4

The Social History of Christian
Polygamy
by — John Cairncross

Cairncross contends in this fascinating historical
analysis that it was when the Church became centered in Rome that “polygamy” became a “sin.” Based
on rigorous research he demonstrates however that
there is a strong underground polygamous Christian
tradition, including support from such prominent
figures as Milton, Newton, Spinoza and others.
(see order form on back page)
daily life to another – in the seemingly routine details of the day – that one is used in HIS real ministry. It is in regular avenues of living that our role
as “Sons of God” is manifested in the real “work of
God”!
We are not talking here of an occasional “act of service,” but of our daily living sacrifice for Him to
others in every detail and circumstance of life; being
His available vessel to them – His channel of care
and love – in every single situation, every single day;
day in and day out.
Our lives are what true ministry is all about. It is not
something that we “go and do,” but it is who we are
as our Father lives His life in and through us. Daily sacrifice for another is what true ministry is all
about. To give our lives as a living sacrifice to God
for someone is a tremendous amount of work, hardship, care, burden, heartache, difficulty, trial and inconvenience.
Anyone can “entertain company,” “go to a Bible
study,” “host a lady’s fellowship” or “a men’s meeting.” Anyone can participate in a religious activity
(“Christian service”) for an hour or two here and
there and go home and relax; but true ministry is
about life, it is sacrificially lived in real life – in our
homes – every day.
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Broken vessels are powerful instruments in the hands of the Almighty.



An Economic Benefit to Polygamy
by — Michael Lemm

T

he moral tenets behind the idea of polygamy
have and continue to be debated around the
world; yet, from an economic standpoint, researchers may want to take a closer look at legalizing
polygamous marriages. Although polygamy is illegal
in the United States, polygamous marriages are currently legalized in over 50 countries.
According to University of Chicago economist, Gary
Becker, polygamous relationships can, indeed, be
economically beneficial to women. … While the effects of polygamy in different economies can vary,
this analysis will be primarily geared towards the
United States, where polygamy has yet to be legalized
in any state. In particular, this article will discuss the
market demand for spouses, as well as the economic
utility derived from being in polygamous marriages.
Market Demand for Spouses
Perhaps the most significant way in which polygamous marriages can benefit women is by increas-

Economics of Sex and
Marriage
by — Michael Anderson
86 pages, PB

We can look all around us and
observe many things about human behavior regarding sexuality and marriage.
Using the logical deductive approach of the Austrian economists, this book attempts to provide
a unified theory explaining some of the major
phenomena of human mating relationships. The
seemingly “pro-polygamy” conclusions presented here are bound to make this work controversial, but this was certainly not the author’s intent.
These conclusions follow inescapably when the
basic principles of economics are applied to human sexual behavior.
(discontinued)
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ing their market power in finding a spouse. From
a simple supply-demand analysis, the legalization
of polygamy would increase the aggregate demand
for wives, considering that husbands would begin to
compete for more than one wife. While the legalization of polygamy would have no effect on husbands
who choose to remain with only one wife, the overall
aggregate demand for wives would increase, assuming that there are some husbands that would prefer
to have more than one wife. Similar to any economic
good, as the demand for wives becomes greater, the
competition for wives would increase as well. As a
result of the increased competition among men in
getting wives, the price of resources provided to
wives by husbands (i.e., marriage contracts) would
also need to increase to attract more women – thereby giving them a “better” economic pool of men to
choose from. From this perspective on polygamy,
it is clear that women who plan on getting married
will benefit from greater market power in addition to
an increased amount of resources offered through a
contract of marriage. …
Women’s Utility
In Polygamous Relationships
As many opponents of legalizing polygamy note, it
is clear that a woman’s individual utility from being in a polygamous marriage will be inevitably
lower than their utility in a monogamous relationship. For instance, a woman in a polygamous relationship with one man and four other women will
not be able to seek the maximum amount of utility
that the marriage offers, considering the resources
from the marriage will be split between six people
rather than just two. In fact, this economic utility
argument sheds light upon why polygamy is often
viewed as “predatory” or immoral. This being said,
other economists argue that having multiple wives
will increase the utility derived from a polygamous
household as a whole. Since more spouses would be
available to contribute to the economic well-being
of a household, there may be greater economic pro-

Patriarchs’ Journal™ – PO Box 265; Windber, PA 15963

Issue 4



Burn the candles, use the nice sheets. Don’t save them for a special occasion. Today is special.

ductivity in polygamous households. Especially in
places where polygamy is currently legalized, such
as the agrarian economies in many areas throughout Africa and Asia, increased productivity would
arguably lead to greater household utility since having more people working on a crop/farm will result
in higher overall profits. All emotions aside, if the
marginal benefits of increased profits exceed the
marginal costs of decreased utility, there may be an
economic case for legalizing polygamy in certain
PJ
types of economies.
Lord of the Rings: An Economic Benefit to Polygamy?
Roosevelt Institute; Cornell University
Abridged
Michael is a student at Cornell University
studying Policy Analysis and Management
with minors in Law and Regulation, and
Business. He previously worked as an editorial intern for Encyclopaedia Britannica and
currently works as a Business Analyst for
Cornell’s Johnson School of Management.
Hospitality (continued from page 51)

Sacrificial living is about our Father doing His work in
us. It is not “all about us,” but about those whom God
has given to us to love and serve, and for whom we are to
give our lives. It is not about recognition, display, grandeur or applause. It is about responsibility, devotedness
and faithfulness “in a few things” and with those who
have the appearance of being “least of these.”
There are many places of pretense of ministry; but
our daily lives are exactly where Dad is doing His
work – in what might appear to us to be just the daily
duties of routine.
Christians, so busy with their convenient “churches,” “ministries,” “fellowship” (social intercourse)
and “serving the Lord,” sadly are not always what
they appear to be. The life of our Father is about real
life – in our homes, every day – giving of ourselves to
those who need love and care!
James said that pure religion and undefiled before
God and the Father is this:
To visit [episkeptomai – seek out and relieve]
the fatherless and widows in their affliction …
(James 1:27).
Issue 4

Eros Made Sacred: or
The Biblical Case Made for Polygamy
by — James Wesley Stivers
(originally published in 1991)

74 pages, PB. $13

This book presents a clear biblical justification for polygamous marriage as
sanctioned by the Holy Scriptures. The issue of
polygamy is used to contrast current moral biases with those found in the Bible. First published
more than 15 years ago, this thoughtful work has
gone unrefuted. Provocative, instructional, challenging, edifying. The book chapters are:
•
•
•
•
•

Polygamy: A Biblical Custom
Objections Answered; In Favor of Polygamy
The Ministry of the Patriarch
Polygamy as a Tool of Christian Dominion
Feminism, Monogamy and Witchcraft
(see order form on back page)

God is interested in our homes becoming a harbor
for others – He is very interested and vested in people! That’s real life: “in your face” real; everyday real;
painfully real; routinely real; monotonously real –
but nonetheless the real work of God!
If we open up our hearts and homes to another so
that God may love and care for them there, for the
most part we will go overlooked, unrecognized, unappreciated and unthanked by Christendom. This is
par for the carnal course – but do not let this discourage us from our great ministry. One day all of
the things of this life will be brought into the light.
So,
Don’t be weary in well doing: for in due season
you will reap, if you faint not (Galatians 6:9).
PJ

Clyde has been an active Bible student and
teacher for 40 years, and has 19 published
books. He resides in Windber, PA enjoying
the greatest roles of his life: husband, father,
and grandfather.
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Don’t defend yourself. Your friends don’t need it and your enemies won’t believe it.



Big Love for Everyone
by — Dr. Jennifer Harman

A

lthough plural marriages are illegal in the
U.S. and many westernized countries, they
are legal in over 850 different societies,1 and
consensual non-monogamy are becoming increasingly popular.2 TV networks have tapped into this
interest: Big Love and Sister Wives, fictional and
reality TV series on HBO and TLC, respectively,
show the challenges of living in a plural marriage
in the United States. The characters and individuals on the shows struggle with problems many monogamous couples face, like getting the bills paid
on time and being able to communicate with each
other when the kids are screaming. These shows
also highlight a number of other problems that
1.

Westoff, C.F. (2003) Trends in marriage and early childbearing in
developing countries (DHS Comparative Reports No. 5). Calverton, NY: ORC Macro.
Barker, M. & Landridge, D. (2010). Whatever happened to nonmonogamies? Critical reflections on recent research and theory,
Sexualities, 13, 748-772.

2.

The Great Omission:

Christendom’s Abandonment
of the Biblical Family
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
204 pages, PB. $15

This book presents twenty years
of study, taking a candid look at
the issue of multiple wives in Scripture and society. The book chapters are:
• The Problem: The Sad, Ignored Epidemic
• The Divine Provision
• The Marital Gift
• The Old Testament Scriptural Precedent
• The New Testament Scriptural Precedent
• The Religious System’s Destruction of the
Biblical Family
• The History of Its Practice
• The Cultural Issue
• The Benefits of Plural Marriage
• Who Is Immoral?
This book also has 14 appendixes.
(see order form on back page)
54

are somewhat unique to, or at least exacerbated in,
non-monogamous couples, such as jealousy and favoritism.
So what might be some benefits of being in love with,
and even committed to, multiple partners? This is an
interesting question, because in many parts of the
world being non-monogamous is often labeled as
deviant, immoral or unnatural.2 Is the stigma justified? It may be surprising that there are a number of
benefits to plural relationships. As a cultural tradition, plural marriage has been viewed as an adaptive
practice in parts of the world where infant mortality
is high; having more wives ensures that men have
more children survive to adulthood. In agricultural
societies, families often work their own land, and
more children means more free labor.
Additionally, when there is a shortage of available
mates, such as after times of war, men or women
may also be more open to “sharing” a partner.3 For
a number of religious and economic reasons, polygamy as a practice in some societies such as Tanzania has been declining,4 but this does not mean
that men in such societies remain faithful to one
wife – many still have “outside” wives that their legal wife does not know anything about.5 Men and
women in such societies often have several (usually
2-3) intimate partners to fulfill sexual, economic
and intimacy needs.6 Rather than expecting these
traits to reside in one partner, they find them in
multiple relationships.
Is it really so different in societies like the U.S.,
where plural marriage is illegal? Many individuals
3.
4.
5.
6.

Cook, C.T. (2007). Polygyny: Did the Africans get it right? Journal
of Black Studies, 38¸ 232-250.
Meekers, D., & Franklin, N. (1995). Women’s perceptions of polygyny among the Kaguru of Tanzania. Ethnography, 34, 315-329.
Ezeh, A.C. (1997). Polygyny and reproductive behavior in subSaharan Africa: a contextual analysis. Demography, 34, 355–368.
Yahya-Malima, K.I., Matee, M.I., Evjen-Olsen, B., & Fylkesnes,
K. (2007). High potential of escalating HIV transmission in a low
prevalence setting in rural Tanzania. BMC Public Health, 7 (103),
75-82.
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Don’t mangle a passage of Scripture by taking it out of its context.

do not practice monogamy, even when they claim
to be exclusively monogamous! Rates of hidden infidelity are quite high (60-70% in some samples),7
so clearly many individuals have multiple partnerships. Rather than hiding such relationships, some
couples create clear expectations and agreements
on what sexual behaviors and commitments both
partners are okay with outside of their primary relationship, and research shows that there are not
significant differences in relationship satisfaction
between these types of couples and monogamous
ones.8 So while there may be a lot of cultural, religious and personal resistance to the idea of having
multiple partners to love, there are also a number
PJ
of benefits to consider.
7.

8.

Vangelisti, A.L., & Gerstenberger, M. (2004). Communication and
marital infidelity. In J. Duncombe, K. Harrison, G. Allan, & D. Marsden (eds.), The state of affairs: Explorations in infidelity and commitment, pp. 59-78. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.
Blasband, D., & Peplau, L. A. (1985). Sexual exclusivity versus
openness in gay male couples. Archives of Sexual Behavior, 14,
395-412.

Jennifer is Assistant Professor, Applied Social and Health Psychology; PhD from the
University of Connecticut. Dr. Harman’s research examines relationship behaviors that
put people at-risk for physical and psychological health problems, such as how feelings
and beliefs about risk (e.g. sexual risk taking)
can be biased when in a relationship. She also studies the role
of power on relationship commitment.

Man and Woman in
Biblical Law
by — Tom Shipley
268 pages, PB. $30

The goal of this book is to lay
the foundation for the establishment of a truly biblical social
order, especially within the community of Biblebelieving, Christ-honoring families. The subject matter is patriarchy. The biblical exposition
contained herein is devoted to establishing the
proposition that it is patriarchy which was and is
mandated by God ever since the original creation
of man and woman. The scriptural discussion on
polygamy here serves as a supporting role to the
fundamental proposition of God-ordained and
mandated patriarchy.
(see order form on back page)
Issue 4

A History and Philosophy of Marriage:
Polygamy and Monogamy Compared
by — James Campbell
(originally published in 1869)

142 pages, PB. $20
A reprint of the Christian Philanthropist James
Campbell’s classic work originally published in
1869 in Boston, Massachusetts.
(see order form on back page)
Defense (continued from page 63)

One more illustration: if a strong man holds one
end of a cord, and a little child the other, and
they pull towards each other, the tension of the
cord is measured by the strength of the child,
and not by that of the man. The same degree of
power is felt at each end of the cord. The strength
of the child is exhausted, that of the man is not.
He can draw several children to him sooner than
they could unitedly draw him to them. A similar
relation exists, naturally, between the male and the
female. He is the sun, they are the planets. He is
strong, they are weak. Let us not find fault with
the ordinances of God, nor attempt to resist His
will …
We possess such contradictory sentiments and
such conflicting passions, that we need a divine
law to teach us what is right and what is wrong,
and what is pure and what is impure. Divine law
has taught us that marriage is honorable; that
the normal exercise of love is the noblest and
purest passion of the soul; and that the normal
gratification of the reproductive instinct is the
highest function of the body: and those only are
ashamed of it who either indulge it abnormally
PJ
and sinfully, or who desire to.
An abridged excerpt taken from:
A History and Philosophy of Marriage: Polygamy
and Monogamy Compared (originally published
in 1869; reprinted by Patriarch Publishing House,
2007)
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Don’t waste time fighting the darkness. Just bask in the light. Light swallows up darkness.



Chart of Various Polygynists
in the Bible
Name
Abdon
Judge of Israel
Perhaps the same as
‘Bedan’
Abijah
King of Judah
Son & successor of
Rehoboam
Abraham
Faithful friend of God
Father of the Hebrew
nation
“Father of the
faithful”
Ahab
King of Israel
Ahasuerus
King of Persia
Assumed to be Xerxes
Ashur
Belshazzar
Secondary King of
Babylon
To whom Daniel
interpreted the
writing on the wall
Benhadad
The king of Syria
Caleb

David
Youngest son of Jesse
Second king of Israel
“after God’s own
heart”
Eliphaz
Elkanah

56

Number of Wives,
& Known Names of Wives

References

Uncertain

Judges 12:14

14

2 Chronicles 13:21

3
Sarah, Hagar and Keturah

Genesis 16:1
Genesis 16:3
Genesis 25:1

Wives

1 Kings 20:3

Women Vashti, Esther

Esther 1:9

2, Helah and Naarah

1 Chronicles 4:5

Wives

Daniel 5:2

Uncertain

1 Kings 20:3

5,
Azubah, Jerioth, Ephrath, Ephah, Maachah

Wives & Concubines
Abigail, Ahinoam, Michal, Maacah,
Rizpah, Bathsheba

2, Timna
2, Hannah, Peninnah

Esau

3, Judith, Bashemath, Mahalath

Ezra

2, Jehudijah

1 Chronicles 2:18-19
1 Chronicles 2:46
1 Chronicles 2:48
1 Samuel 25:39
1 Samuel 25:43
1 Samuel 25:44
2 Samuel 3:3
2 Samuel 3:7
2 Samuel 5:13, 1 Chronicles 14:3
2 Samuel 12:7-8
2 Samuel 12:24
Genesis 36:11-12
1 Samuel 1:2
Genesis 26:34
Genesis 28:9
1 Chronicles 4:17-18
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Doubt is not always a sign that a man is wrong; it may be a sign that he is thinking. – Oswald Chambers (1874-1917)



Gideon
Fifth judge of Israel
Led the Israelites
against the Midianites
Heman
Herod the Great

Hosea
Ibzan
Tribe of Issachar
Jacob
Father of the twelve
tribes of Israel
“the prince of God”
Jair
Jerahmeel
Jehoiachin
King of Judah
Jehoram
Jerubbaall
Joash

Uncertain
10,
Elpide, Phedra, Mariamne, Doris, Malthace
the Samaritan, Cleopatra, Pallas, Elpis

Judges 8:30

Uncertain
2, Atarah

1 Chronicles 25:4
Josephus, Ant. 17, 19f.; War 1,562
Flavius Josephus The Jewish War
1.473 (Whiston)
1 Chronicles 2:9
1 Chronicles 2:21
1 Chronicles 2:24
Hosea 1:3
Hosea 3:1
Judges 12:9
1 Chronicles 7:4
Genesis 29:23
Genesis 29:28
Genesis 30:4
Genesis 30:9
Judges 10:4
1 Chronicles 2:26

Wives

2 Kings 24:15

Wives
14,
Michaiah
Uncertain
2

2 Chronicles 21:14
Flavius Josephus Jewish Antiquities
8.282 (Whiston)
Judges 9:5
2 Chronicles 24:3

3,
Abiah

Hezron

Jeroboam

Wives
Drumah, Shechem

2,
Gomer
Uncertain
Wives
4,
Leah, Rachel, Bilhah, Zilpah

(continued next page)

Heaven’s Embassy – The Divine Plan &
Purpose of the Home

by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain
who build it (Psalm 127:1).
This book represents many years of work. The author believes that it is one of the
most important books that he will ever be privileged to write, simply because it
250 pp., PB. $20 is about one of the most vital scriptural subjects that could ever be addressed.
The home is central to all of God’s dealings with man throughout the course of time. It is His Divine “institution”
and “organization” on the earth; and for the believer, it is the Embassy of Heaven. An embassy is “the residence
or office of an ambassador.” Since the believer is an ambassador of the Lord Jesus Christ (II Corinthians 5:14-21),
his home is thus the Divine Embassy of heavenly ministry.
Pauline ministry is centered in the homes of believers. This is even the true sphere of the Body of Christ; for this
reason our apostle speaks of “church in thy house.” This book doesn’t focus upon the external specifics of the
ministry of Heaven’s Embassy (such as hospitality); that will be saved for another volume. Instead, it looks at the
inner-workings of the Embassy itself, focusing upon its very nature and internal purpose and function.

(see order form on back page)
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At
Pilkington
Abbey
The Fellowship Inn presently is comprised of three houses
built in 1895, located in Paint Borough adjacent to Windber,
PA. These structures provide ample space for dedicated guest
lodging. The Fellowship Inn is not a business venture, but the
hospitality ministry extension of Pilkington Abbey; there are,
therefore, no guest charges.
A large part of the Pilkington family passion has always
been hospitality. Father has placed this in their makeup.
The website www.FellowshipInn.com is an online calendar
that will assist you in coming for a visit. It will allow you
to see our family activities and who’s scheduled to visit us.
Hopefully this will make it easier for you to make your plans

Joseph
Judah
Lamech
Machir
Manasseh
Mered

to come, and let you know how serious we are about having
you visit us.
“If you need fellowship, or sound teaching, or
counseling, or you just plain need a break from life
and want to come to a place of palpable peace and
lovely love for a day, or a weekend, or a week, come
here. It’s free. Just bring yourself, as you are. Go to
the website and make a reservation. Find out when
we’re all going to be here, and come here and taste
for yourself what God has produced in the middle of
nowhere.” – Martin Zender

Uncertain
2
Tamar, Daughther of Shua the Canaanitess
2, Adah, Zillah
2, Maachah, Zelophehad
2, The Aramitess
4, Jehudijah, Bithiah, Hodiah

Moses

2, Zipporah, Ethiopian Woman

Nahor
Rehoboam

2, Milcah, Reumah
78, Mahalath, Abihail, Maachah

Saul
Shaharaim
Shimei
Simeon
Solomon
Terah
Zedekiah
Ziba
Unnamed
JESUS
GOD

2, Ahinoam, Rizpah
2, Hushim, Baara
Uncertain
2, Canaanitish Woman
1,000
Sidontans, Tyrians, Ammonites, Edomites
2
Wives
Uncertain
Uncertain
5
2
Aholah/Samaria, Aholibah/Jerusalem

Source: BiblicalFamilies.org
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George Lamsa, in Gospel Light,
Harper & Row, p. 5-7, his
commentary.
1 Chronicles 2:3-4
Genesis 4:19
1 Chronicles 7:15-16
1 Chronicles 7:14
1 Chronicles 4:17-19
Exodus 2:21
Numbers 12:1
Genesis 22:20-24
2 Chronicles 11:18-23
1 Samuel 14:50
2 Samuel 3:7
1 Chronicles 8:8
1 Chronicles 4:27
Genesis 46:10, Exodus 6:15
1 Kings 11:3
Genesis 20:12
Jeremiah 38:23
2 Samuel 9:10
1 Corinthians 5:1
Analogy - Parable
Matthew 25:1-13
Analogy
Ezekiel 23:4
Jeremiah 3:6-14; 31:31-34
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Error in the premise equals error in the conclusion.



The Biological Testimony
to a Divine Design
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

A

n additional testimony to the divine design
which supports polygamy is the biology of
human fertility. Not only does God see to
it in His wise plan that there are more women than
men, but He also insures, as a standard, that the male
fertility extends beyond that of the female by some
two or three decades, or more.
Regarding female fertility we read,
Female fertility and egg quality peak around the
age of 27 and begin to decline in a woman’s 30s.
A woman over age 40 has less than a 10 percent
chance of having a successful pregnancy using
her own eggs.1
On the other hand men can father children extremely late in life, as the following examples of some older
public figures reveal:
Rod Stewart (at 60),
Paul McCartney (at 61),
Jonathan Dimbleby (at 62),
Warren Beatty (at 62),
Van Morrison (allegedly at 64),
Larry King (at 65 and 66),
Luciano Pavarotti (twins at 67),
Pablo Picasso (at 68),
Strom Thurmond (at 68, 69, 71 and 73),
Rupert Murdoch (at 72),
Charlie Chaplin (at 73),
Anthony Quinn (at 81),
Saul Bellow (at 84),
Julio Iglesias Sr. (at 89).2
Why would a man be capable of fathering children
decades past his female counterpart? For the believer, this is obviously not by random chance, but is a
1.
2.

www.laterbaby.org
www.mothers35plus.co.uk
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calculated design of the wise Creator.
It is not uncommon for men sometimes to marry
women who are somewhat younger than themselves,
but as a general rule this obviously would not account
for such a broad difference in male and female fertility.
When one takes into consideration the actual ratio between men and women, this biological design
comes into new light and meaning. As a common
occurrence, men in a patriarchal social order would
marry a first wife that would be more relatively close
in age to themselves, while each succeeding wife
would be slightly younger in age, allowing for his
fertility to extend beyond the wife of his youth for
two or three decades or more.
This design of patriarchy allows for the marriage of
“excess” women and the expansion of godly dominion and legacy extending past the fruitfulness of the
first wife into additional decades and generations.
O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are
His judgments, and His ways past finding out!
PJ
(Romans 11:33).

Restoring the Foundations: Essays in Relational
Theology

by — James Wesley Stivers

(originally published in 1995)

94 pages, PB. $13

A companion book to Eros Made
Sacred. This is a study of the Christian Man’s relation to God, woman, his children, his firstborn,
social order, etc.
(see order form on back page)
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Every experience God gives us, every person He puts in our lives, is the perfect preparation for the future that only He can see. – Corrie Ten Boom

A Short Defense of Polygamy
by — James Campbell

I

t is a melancholy and humiliating fact that the
opinions of most people are determined more
by what others around them think and say
than by what they believe themselves. They are not
accustomed to the proper exercise of their own
reason, and do not follow the convictions of their
own minds.
Yet there are some who dare to think and act for
themselves; and into the hands of a few such I doubt
not these pages will fall: and to all such I most heartily

The Morality of Biblical Polygyny
by — William F. Luck, Sr.
28 pages, PB. $5

This is an amazing, courageous,
contemporary work. William
Luck is the son of Moody Bible
Institute’s Dr. G. Coleman Luck, Sr, Chairman of
the Department of Theology, and a capable biblical scholar in his own right.
“God didn’t ask me my opinion about the issue.
He expected me to represent His. I’ve tried. If
you can prove I’m mistaken, I’ll be the first to
thank you. But I’m not holding my breath in the
meanwhile.” – the Author, from the Introduction
“To date [over twenty years after its original publication], I find the arguments ‘pro’ quite superior
to those ‘con.’” – the Author, from the Conclusion
• The Background
• Laws That Imply the Moral Propriety of Polygyny
• Passages That Appear To Prohibit Polygyny
• The Association of Polygyny with Other Evils
• Alleged Prohibitions of Polygyny
• The Implications of “Adultery” in the “Vice
Lists”
• Questions Concerning the Possibility of Moral
Polygyny
(see order form on back page)
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commend them. To an active and an ingenuous mind
there is no pursuit more fascinating than the pursuit
of knowledge, no pleasure more exquisite than the
discovery of truth. All those who would enjoy this
pleasure in its highest sense must love Truth for
herself alone; they must emancipate themselves from
the trammels of prejudice and public opinion, and
dare to follow Truth wherever she may lead.
I make no further apology for calling the attention
of an intelligent age to a new examination of an old
institution. Truth dreads no scrutiny; shields herself
behind no breastwork of established custom or of
respectable authority, but proudly stands upon her
own merits. I will not despair, therefore, of gaining
the attention of every lover of the truth while I
attempt to develop and demonstrate the laws of God
and of nature upon the important subjects of love
and marriage, and to apply those laws to the two
systems of monogamy and polygamy …
It is disrespectful to our Creator, and dishonorable
to man, to require that love should be suppressed
because marriage is inconvenient, and still more
dishonorable and disrespectful to require anyone to
be deprived of the rights of love on account of the
impossibility of marriage; for marriage ought to be
possible to all …
We may waive our rights, and live in celibacy, if we
prefer to; but no one who loves and who wishes to
marry ought to be compelled to remain unmarried.
It is, therefore, demonstrated that any form of
society which fails to provide for the marriage of all
is a defective system, and opposed to the natural,
inherent and inalienable rights of man.
There are very many, especially many women, who
are neither married nor have an opportunity to
marry. By some means they have been deprived of
their rights. The fault is not theirs; they would, in
almost every instance, prefer wedded life if it were in
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Every thought and imagination must be brought into subjection to the all-encompassing truth that God is love! – Don Bast

their power to attain it; but it is not. They possess the
same susceptibilities of love, the same yearning for
intimate companionship, that others do, but these
tender sensibilities they are obliged to repress.
The fault is not in nature, nor in the laws of God,
but it is in the tyrannical laws and fashions of the
artificial system of social life which now obtains
among us. This system must be at fault, for it does
not and it cannot provide for the marriage of all.
Many who desire to marry are forever deprived of
husbands and homes; while the system of polygamy
does provide for all, and is, therefore, the only system
which is in harmony with divine and natural laws.
This proposition is further demonstrated by the
simple fact that the number of marriageable women
always exceeds the number of marriageable men …
As it now is, there is not a man for every woman;
and either some women must remain unmarried
and “waste their sweetness on the desert air,” and
be entirely deprived of their birthright, and denied
all matrimonial advantages, or they may, several of
them, agree to share those advantages in common
with each other, by having a single husband between
them. Polygamy does not compel them to do this:
it only permits them to do it in case they have no
opportunity to do better.
On the other hand, it does not compel a man to marry
even one woman, much less to have more; but, if the
intensity of his passion urges him to such lengths
that he must have and will have more than one, it
requires him to take them honestly and honorably,
and to support them and be a true husband to them
…
The marriage system of polygamy never formed
a part of that ceremonial dispensation which was
abrogated by the New Testament; nor has it ever
been proved that the New Testament was designed
to affect any change in it; but the presumption is that
this new dispensation has also left it, as it found it,
abiding still in force. If any change were to be made
in an institution of such long standing, confirmed
by positive law, it could obviously be made only
by equally positive and explicit ordinances or
enactments of the gospel. Yet such enactments are
Issue 4

wanting. Christ Himself was altogether silent in
respects to polygamy, not once alluding to it; yet it
was practiced at the time of His advent throughout
Judaea and Galilee, and in all the other countries of
Asia and Africa, and, without doubt, by some of His
Own disciples.
The Book of the Acts is as equally silent as the four
Gospels are. No allusion to it is found in any of the
sermons or instructions or discussions of the apostles
and early saints recorded in that book. It was not
because Jesus or the apostles dared not to condemn
it, had they considered it sinful, that they did not
speak of it, for Jesus hesitated not to denounce the
sins of hypocrisy, covetousness and adultery, and
even to alter and amend, apparently, the ancient
laws respecting divorce and retaliation; but He never
rebuked them for their polygamy, nor instituted any
change in that system. This uniform silence, so far as

Why Do You Believe
That?
by — B.A. Berean.

148 pages, Paperback

This well written, easy to read
book is designed to provoke
the reader lovingly to examine why they believe what they believe, while at the same time
encouraging and equipping readers to study the
Scriptures for themselves. Hold on tight, as aim
is taken at a couple of the most sacred cows in
the church today: traditional marriage and monogamy. It is done in an effort to help you see
that what you’ve been told the Bible “says” may
not actually be what the Bible teaches. Hailed by
some advocates of polygamy, plural marriage,
polygyny, etc. as the best “under the radar” educational tool available to introduce the masses
to Biblical marriage and the options it provides
beyond those presented in religious tradition. If
you are pro-polygamy, part of the biblical families movement, or simply a truth seeker, you will
enjoy reading this insightful book. The Bible
study helps presented within these pages are well
worth the price of admission. You will want to
read it again and again and share it with others.
(discontinued)
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Everything that annoys us about others can help us understand ourselves (cf. Matthew 7:1-5).

it implies anything, implies approval …
I have demonstrated that monogamy is not
commanded in the Bible, and that it is not the
doctrine of Christianity. I shall now account for
its origin, by proving that it is the joint offspring
of paganism and Romanism. The social system of
European monogamy is proved to be derived from
the ancient Greeks and Romans (especially from the
latter), by the early histories of the nations of Europe,
and by an uninterrupted descent of traditional
customs from them to our own times. It is one of
those pagan abominations which we have inherited,
which the Roman Church has sanctioned and
confirmed, and from which we find it so difficult to
emancipate ourselves …
Take monogamy as it is today, in Protestant countries,
and we see that the old Roman leaven is still in it.
Christianity has not reformed and purified that
system so much as that has corrupted Christianity.
Most of us in these countries are accustomed to
congratulate ourselves upon our happy escape from
the bondage and the bigotry of the Papal Church.

Biblical
Families
Biblical Families is
a ministry dedicated to encouraging
and strengthening
Biblical marriages,
www.Biblical Families.org including, but certainly not limited to, plural marriage. We see plural
marriage as a good, and caring, option for believers
– ensuring that no one need be left without a family.
Biblical Families places a strong emphasis on fellowship and supporting each other, as per the New Testament, and organizes national retreats and regional
meetings.
Our website includes many helpful resources:
Online Articles
Discussion Boards
Newsletters
Retreat Information
Local contacts
Links to other helpful resources
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Yet we are mistaken. We have not escaped. Rome
binds us in stronger shackles than the iron chains
of the holy Inquisition. Her shackles are upon our
consciences: they are intertwined with every fiber of
our social life …
We are too servile and timid in our interpretation of
the Bible, and in our examination of the divine and
natural laws.
We hesitate to follow the simple truth to its legitimate
and logical conclusions. We stand aghast at the radical
changes which severe truth requires in our religious
and social systems. We shrink from exploring the
profound labyrinths to which truth attempts in vain
to lead us; while we look anxiously around for clues
and leading-strings by which to trace our way. We
dare not go forward without example and authority;
and authority and example are redirecting us to
Rome …
Great men always recognize the voice of God …
no matter under what social system they may live.
They yield to the natural and the divine behests,
even though they transgress the laws of ordinary
social life. They obey God rather than men; and
this obedience is the first element of their greatness.
Ordinary laws may be sufficient to restrain ordinary
men; but when a Samson is within their bonds, those
bonds are snapped asunder like the green withes and
the new ropes of Delilah.
There are many more such men than the world
dreams of in its narrow monogamous philosophy,
yet it is a shame and a pity that our social laws cannot
be so amended and brought into harmony with those
of God and Nature …
I am called by the justice of God and the sufferings
of mankind in behalf of a greater freedom to marry,
and a greater purity of the marriage relation. Let us
have such marriage laws, that whatever relations any
honorable man shall determine to form with the
other sex can be honorably formed and honorably
maintained …
By attempting to deprive one-half of the women
of any lawful and honorable means of amorous
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Except for rare matters, nothing is as important as it first seems.

pleasure, and by allowing the men only partial and
inadequate means, it impels a multitude of each sex
to secret transgression, or else to open profligacy …
Now, which social system is the more honorable and
manly, the more virtuous and pure, the one more
in accordance with Nature and the laws of Nature’s
God – a pretended and a corrupt monogamy, or
an open and honest polygamy? Which manifests
the more base and selfish passion – the man who
espouses the partners of his love, and takes them to
his home and his heart, and provides for them and
their children, or the man who steals away from his
house in the dark, and indulges his dishonorable
and degrading passion in secret places, and then
abandons the partners of his guilty pleasure to a life
of wretchedness and shame and want? …
Because a woman’s heart is so constituted, it is
impossible for her to cherish a sincere love for more
than one husband at the same time. It is even difficult
for her to believe that a man can cherish a sincere and
honest love for more than one woman at the same
time. It is difficult for her to believe it, for she cannot
comprehend it. Her own instincts revolt against the
thought of a plurality of husbands, and judging his
feeling by her own, she does not see how a man can
want, or at least can truly love, a plurality of wives. As
this point involves a constitutional difference of sex,
it is one of which we must be aware that our feelings
cannot guide us.
A man can never know the infinite tenderness
and the infinite patience of a mother’s love, except
imperfectly, by reason and observation. His
experience does not teach him. His paternal love does
not exactly resemble it. So a woman can never know
the purity and sincerity of a man’s conjugal love for a
plurality of wives, except by similar observation and
reason. Her conjugal love is unlike it. Her love for
one man exhausts and absorbs her whole conjugal
nature: there is no room for more. If she ever receives
the truth that his nature is capable of a plural love,
she must attain it by the use of her reason, or admit it
upon the testimony of honest men …
It would be as impossible and as unnatural for a
pure-minded, virtuous woman to have more than
Issue 4

one husband, as for the earth to have more than one
sun; but it is not unnatural nor impossible for a pure
and noble-minded man to cherish the most devoted
love for several wives at the same time: it is as natural
for him as it is for the sun to have several planets at
the same time, each one dependent on him, and each
one harmonious in her own sphere. To each planet
the sun yields all of the light and heat which she is
capable of receiving, or which she would be capable
of receiving, were she the only planet in the sky. Each
planet attracts the sun to the utmost of her weight,
the exhaustion of her power; and the sun returns her
attraction to an exactly equal degree, and no more.
Not one planet nor two, nor all combined, are able
to exhaust his power, or move him from his sphere.
(see Defense, page 55)

Bible
Polygamy
Biblepolygamy.com features
the straightforward teaching ministry of Brian Kelson.
Here is a sampling of many topics found:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Why teach the truth of Polygamy?
Why is truth suppressed?
Polygamist men and women in the Bible
Early church and Martin Luther
By the power vested in me?
Fear & Hypocrisy

When the apostle Paul wrote to the Galatians he had
been painted in a negative light by those opposing
him. His apostleship had been put in question, his
gospel had been ridiculed and his person had been
defamed.
Paul’s vigorous appeal to his friends was ultimately
ignored and in his last letter to Timothy we read that
“all in Asia had turned away from him.” … This very
Paul warned that in the last days, sound doctrine
would not be endured and Christians would ever
learn but never acknowledge the truth.
Many attempts will be made to discolor the truth of
polygamy, but this site appeals to all readers to examine the Word of God against popular theology.
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