
Patriarchs’ Journal
™

Dedicated to the restoration, support and encouragement of 
biblical family structure.

Volume 1
Issue 7

Then Lamech said to his wives, “Adah and Zil-
lah, hear my voice; Wives of Lamech, listen to 
my speech! For I have killed a man for wound-
ing me, even a young man for hurting me” 
(Genesis 4:23).

Abraham

Abraham, the great man of faith, had one wife and 
at least two concubines (Genesis 25:6). Abraham’s 
brother Haran also had more than one wife/concu-
bine (Genesis 22:24). Nowhere does the Bible record 
one word of disapproval from God in regard to the 
number of wives or concubines of either brother.

Abraham is mentioned as a great hero of the faith in 
Hebrews chapter 11. Two chapters later, in Hebrews 
13, we are told that God will judge fornicators and 
adulterers. Apparently, Abraham’s lifestyle was not 
considered adultery nor fornication, or he would not 
be in the “Hall of Faith” of Hebrews 11.

Could it be that our traditional views of adultery and 
fornication are also not at all biblical?

Esau

Esau married two wives (Genesis 26:34-35), and there 

Beginning in the book of Genesis, let’s take a 
look at some of the men whom the Scriptures 
specifically mention as being the husband of 

more than one wife. As we do, please notice that God 
never rebuked these men for that practice, nor did 
He ever condemn the practice in a general sense.

Lamech

Lamech is the first polygamist mentioned in Scrip-
ture (Genesis 4:19). Since this is the first mention of a 
man having more than one wife in the Bible, it would 
be the perfect place for God to put His stamp of dis-
approval on it just as He expressed disapproval with 
the first murderer (Cain).

It seems that if having more than one wife is wicked 
or detestable in the sight of the Lord, then the Bible 
would clearly state that fact at the first mention of 
polygamy; but guess what? It doesn’t.

The simple fact that Lamech is the first polygamist 
mentioned in Scripture does not imply that he was 
the first polygamist on the earth. Having multiple 
wives may have already been common at that point 
in time.

On a very positive note, as you read Genesis chapter 
4 you discover that Lamech s̓ children are the first 
musicians mentioned in Scripture (Genesis 4:21), as 
well as being the first craftsmen to use bronze and 
iron. Where would we be without them?

Although Lamech is frequently referred to as a mur-
derer (as Yandian referred to him), when you read 
Genesis 4:23 for yourself, you find that, in truth, he 
killed as an act of self-defense. It wasn’t murder at all.

More than One
by —  B.A. Berean
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His opinion of us is the only one that matters, and He has declared us righteous (Romans 3:21-22). – Martin Zender




Dear friends,

Some may ask the questions, “Why study polygamy?” 
“Why publish about it?” “Why devote and entire peri-
odical to it?”

Well, our answer is simple:

– Because truth is important.
– Because truth makes us free.
– Because an understanding of this truth will 

enable us to comprehend portions of the Bible 
better.

– Because an understanding of this truth will al-
low us to perceive the very purpose of the male/
female relationship better.

– Because an understanding of this truth will 
provide a greater appreciation of the gracious-
ness of our Creator.

– Because an understanding of this truth will 

provide a greater capacity to comprehend our-
selves and the gifts that God has given us.

– Because an understanding of this truth will 
lead to a realization of the God-given provision 
of the legitimate needs of single women, and 
single mothers and their children.

Do you know of someone who would benefit from re-
ceiving Patriarchs’ Journal? Perhaps someone who al-
ready lives plural marriage? Or, someone who is open to 
investigating this forgotten aspect of the biblical family?

If so, why not recommend the Patriarchs’ Journal to 
them? It could have an impact on their lives. They can 
sign up for a free subscription at:

www.patriarchsjournal.com

My love to each of you.

Until next month, I remain your servant,

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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If our hardships weren’t necessary for our development, God would not have ordained them.




was no rebuke from the Lord. Two chapters later he 
marries a third wife (Genesis 28:8-9). His parents 
were upset that he married Canaanite women, but 
there is nothing to hint toward disapproval of Esau 
for simply having more than one wife.

Jacob

As a result of the trickery of his father-in-law, Jacob 
finds himself married to two sisters, Rachel and Leah 
(Genesis 29). Eventually, Jacob took two concubines, 
again without word of God’s disapproval. The chil-
dren of these four women became the twelve tribes 
of Israel.

Jacob is a hero of the faith. God refers to Himself as,

… the God … of Abraham … Isaac … and … 
Jacob (Exodus 3:6).

Moses

Many people do not realize it, but Scriptures hint 
toward Moses actually having two wives. First was 
Zipporah. The Bible mentions her in Exodus chapter 
2.

When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he sought 
to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the face of 
Pharaoh and dwelt in the land of Midian; and 
he sat down by a well. … Then Moses was con-
tent to live with the man, and he gave Zipporah 
his daughter to Moses (Exodus 2:15, 21).

His next wife was an unnamed Ethiopian woman.

Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against Mo-
ses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he 
had married; for he had married an Ethiopian 
woman (Numbers 12:1).

When you read all of Numbers chapter 12, you dis-
cover that Moses’ brother and sister had a problem 
with Moses’ second wife. However, the Lord sid-
ed with Moses in the dispute and, as a result, God 
struck Moses’ sister Miriam with leprosy.

It’s interesting to note that leprosy often symbolically 

represents sin. Thus, the one wearing the sin was the 
one condemning the man who had two wives.

This entire event took place after God had given the 
Law through Moses. That is very significant. If the 
one whom the Lord used to deliver the Law did not 
see having more than one wife as a violation of the 
Law, is it possible (or right) for us to see it as a viola-
tion? Was Moses missing something, or are we?

By the way, if you believe that Moses married the 
second wife after the death of the first, the burden 
of proof is on you because the Bible states no such 
thing.

Gideon

Judges 8:30-31 tells us this about Gideon:

Gideon had seventy sons who were his own off-
spring, for he had many wives. And his concu-
bine who was in Shechem also bore him a son, 
whose name he called Abimelech.

Gideon is a man whom the Lord used in a mighty 
way. He was a hero. Growing up, we all learned about 
him in Sunday School. Yet one thing that was never 
mentioned in my class was the fact that he had many 
wives. In fact, he had so many wives that he was 
blessed with 70 sons and, apparently, many daugh-
ters as well.

More (continued from front page)

After Polygamy Was 
Made a Sin
The Social History of Christian 
Polygamy
by — John Cairncross

260 pp., PB. $30

Cairncross contends in this fascinating historical 
analysis that it was when the Church became cen-
tered in Rome that “polygamy” became a “sin.” Based 
on rigorous research he demonstrates however that 
there is a strong underground polygamous Christian 
tradition, including support from such prominent 
figures as Milton, Newton, Spinoza and others.

(see order form on back page)
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If we had no winter, the spring would not be so pleasant. – Anne Bradstreet




Gideon is a man to whom the angel of the Lord 
spoke directly. It seems that if the Lord had a prob-
lem with Gideon s̓ many wives, He would have men-
tioned something about it – but He didn’t. Instead, 
the writer of Hebrews lists him as a hero of faith in 
Hebrews 11:32-33.

The fact that God does not at any time correct these 
men for taking the responsibility of caring for many 
wives and children seems to imply that God approves 
and accepts their lifestyle choices.

When it comes to what the Scriptures say about this 
issue in a general sense, it appears that God is silent. 
Do you think that any of us should speak where God is 
silent? I don’t think so – but it happens all of the time.

For example, popular Bible teacher John MacArthur, 
in his MacArthur Study Bible, says this about Gideon,

Gideon fell severely into the sin of polygamy, an 
iniquity tolerated by many but which was never 
Godʼs blueprint for marriage (Gen 2:24). Abimel-
ech, a son by yet another illicit relationship, grew 
up to be the wretched king in Judges 9. Polygamy 
always resulted in trouble. (MacArthur Study Bi-
ble, page 348, 1997, Word Publishing)

In the same Study Bible, John MacArthur refers to 
having two wives as “open rebellion against God” 
and a “violation of marriage law.”

If marrying more than one wife is truly a violation 
of marriage law, there should be at least one biblical 
“law” clearly prohibiting multiple marriage partners. 
After all, you cannot violate a law that does not exist.

When it comes to sin, the Bible is very specific in 
dealing with it. For example, the Bible clearly ad-
dresses incest, bestiality and rape, and calls for se-
vere consequences for those sins under the Law of 
Moses. Yet nowhere in Scripture is a man marrying 
and caring for more than one wife called sin or in-
iquity.

Nowhere in God’s law does He legislate against or 
prohibit multiple wives. Instead, a careful study of 
“the law” reveals that God actually put legislation in 
place to govern multiple partner marriage relation-
ships.

There is a more than significant difference between 
forbidding something and governing or regulating 
it. A simple reading of Scripture with your eyes and 
mind open will reveal simple regulations regarding 
multiple wives … but absolutely no prohibition.

If God saw polygamy as sin, why would He put legis-
lation in place that allowed for it rather than simply 
prohibiting it? That’s an important question to con-
sider.

If having multiple wives is in fact sin, it would have 
made a lot more sense for the Lord simply to say, 
“Thou shalt have only one wife.” Nevertheless, that 
command is nowhere to be found.

Without a biblical precedent, MacArthur called po-
lygamy an “iniquity that was tolerated by many.” 
If the Bible does not call something an “iniquity,” 
shouldn’t we be very hesitant to do so?

MacArthur implied that the reason Abimelech grew 
up to be a wicked king was because his dad had more 
than one wife. That leads me to wonder how many 
wicked kings (or wicked common folk) were the off-
spring of monogamous parents.

Economics of Sex and 
Marriage
by — Michael Anderson
86 pages, PB

We can look all around us and 
observe many things about hu-
man behavior regarding sexual-

ity and marriage.
Using the logical deductive approach of the Aus-
trian economists, this book attempts to provide 
a unified theory explaining some of the major 
phenomena of human mating relationships. The 
seemingly “pro-polygamy” conclusions present-
ed here are bound to make this work controver-
sial, but this was certainly not the author’s intent.
These conclusions inescapably follow when the 
basic principles of economics are applied to hu-
man sexual behavior.

(discontinued)
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It is HE who has committed Himself to us. – Norman P. Grubb (1895-1993)




The fact that Abimelech was a wicked king has no 
more to do with his father having more than one 
wife than the fact that Cain the murderer was the 
offspring of the first monogamous union. That type 
of reasoning is very weak at best.

Please be a Berean.1 Take time on your own to read 
all of Exodus, Leviticus and Deuteronomy to see if 
you can find even one law that prohibits polygamy.

If you take the challenge, you will find God accept-
ing it, laying down guidelines for it, and even man-
dating it (you read right), as in the case of a Levirate 
marriage found in Deuteronomy 25:5-10.

Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those 
who put their trust in Him. Do not add to His 
words. Lest He rebuke you, and you be found a 
liar (Proverbs 30:5-6).

We should be very careful not to add to the Word of 
God. When the Bible is silent on an issue, we should 
not try to speak on behalf of God. If God does not 
call something sin, and we call it sin, are we adding 
to His words? What does that make us?

1. Do you remember the Bereans in the book of Acts? We meet 
them in chapter 17, where the Bible tells us something wonder-
ful about them.
As Paul and Silas went to Berea to preach and teach, Acts 
17:10 tells us that the people of Berea were “more fair-minded” 
or literally “of more noble character” than those in Thessalonica 
“in that they received the Word with all readiness and searched 
the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.”
Do you get the picture? The people listened intently as Paul and 
Silas preached because they had a genuine desire to learn. 
Yet, unlike the folks in Thessalonica, who basically ran Paul 
and Silas out of town when they heard something they didn’t 
agree with, the people of Berea went home to dig into the Scrip-
tures each day to discover if what Paul taught was indeed true. 
In other words, the Bereans assumed personal responsibility 
for what they believed.
Do you try to be like the Bereans? Are you a person of “noble 
character?” Have you taken it upon yourself to search the Scrip-
tures earnestly? If not, why do you believe what you believe?
Do you believe what you believe because Mama told you so? 
Do you believe what you believe because it’s what the Sunday 
school teacher told you? Do you believe what you believe be-
cause you heard someone on Christian television say it? Do 
you believe what you believe because everyone else seems to 
believe that way, therefore you’ve never thought to question it?
Have you ever stopped to consider that at least some of what 
you believe to be Biblical may not actually be based on Scrip-
ture at all? Have you ever stopped to consider that at least a 
few of your religious beliefs simply may be the commandments 
or traditions of men?

When we add to the Word, are we wearing the same 
shoes as the Pharisees? Jesus rebuked them for their 
love of teaching doctrines of men as if they were true 
commandments of God.

Do you hold convictions simply because they are 
what you have always been told? Could it be that 
what you have been told is in the Bible isn’t really in 
the Bible after all?

Let’s continue looking at polygamous men of faith 
mentioned in the Bible.

Joash

Joash was seven years old when he became king, 
and he reigned forty years in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name was Zibiah of Beersheba. Joash 
did what was right in the sight of the Lord all 
the days of Jehoiada the priest. And Jehoiada 
took two wives for him, and he had sons and 
daughters (II Chronicles 24:1-3).

Did you carefully read what the Bible has to say about 
Joash? It s̓ pretty amazing. II Chronicles 24:2 tells us,

Eros Made Sacred: or
The Biblical Case Made for Po-
lygamy
by — James Wesley Stivers
(originally published in 1991)
74 pages, PB. $13

This book presents a clear bib-
lical justification for polygamous marriage as 
sanctioned by the Holy Scriptures. The issue of 
polygamy is used to contrast current moral bias-
es with those found in the Bible. First published 
more than 15 years ago, this thoughtful work has 
gone unrefuted. Provocative, instructional, chal-
lenging, edifying. The book chapters are:
• Polygamy: A Biblical Custom
• Objections Answered; In Favor of Polygamy
• The Ministry of the Patriarch
• Polygamy as a Tool of Christian Dominion
• Feminism, Monogamy and Witchcraft

(see order form on back page)
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It is not so much about all that you know, as it is about what you do with what you do know.




Joash did what was right in the sight of the Lord 
all the days of Jehoiada the priest.

What a wonderful thing to have said about any-
one. Wouldn’t you love to have that said about you? 
Wouldn’t it be great to know that you were doing 
what is right in the sight of the Lord?

Carefully consider what you just read in verse 3. Ap-
parently it was right in the sight of the Lord for Joash 
to have two wives. After all, verse 3 tells us that Je-
hoiada took two wives for Joash, and that “Joash did 
what was right in the sight of the Lord all the days of 
Jehoiada the priest.”

The passage does not say, “Joash did what was right 
in the sight of the Lord except for having two wives.” 
If having two wives was sinful for Joash, then it could 
not be said, “Joash did what was right in the sight 
of the Lord.” The fact that this is said about Joash 
strongly implies that having more than one spouse is 
acceptable in God’s sight – even for a king.

The Great Omission:
Christendom’s Abandonment 
of the Biblical Family
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
204 pages, PB. $15
This book presents twenty years 
of study, taking a candid look at 

the issue of multiple wives in Scripture and soci-
ety. The book chapters are:
• The Problem: The Sad, Ignored Epidemic
• The Divine Provision
• The Marital Gift
• The Old Testament Scriptural Precedent
• The New Testament Scriptural Precedent
• The Religious System’s Destruction of the 

Biblical Family
• The History of Its Practice
• The Cultural Issue
• The Benefits of Plural Marriage
• Who Is Immoral?
This book also has 14 appendices.

(see order form on back page)

David

David was a shepherd boy who became a giant kill-
er and eventually the leader of the nation of Israel. 
He was the ultimate worshipper of God. In fact, the 
Lord used him to write a large portion of the first 
hymnal (the book of Psalms). If anyone loved God 
and had a heart after Him, it was David. Yet, David 
was a man with many wives.

He first married Michal (I Samuel 18), then Abigail 
and Ahinoam (I Samuel 25), followed by Maacah, 
Haggith, Abital and Eglah (II Samuel 3). Believe it 
or not, two chapters later, we find David taking more 
wives and concubines (II Samuel 5).

In a modern church setting, David would be thrown 
out on his ear! – but not once did God rebuke Da-
vid for his many wives and concubines. Not once 
does Scripture say that David did evil in the sight 
of the Lord by caring for and enjoying sexual re-
lations with more than one woman. Instead Scrip-
ture makes it clear that David lived a life that pleased 
God, except for his adultery with Bathsheba and the 
murder of her husband Uriah.

David did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, 
and had not turned aside from anything that 
He commanded him all the days of his life, ex-
cept in the matter of Uriah the Hittite (I Kings 
15:5).

You’re probably familiar with the account in II Sam-
uel chapters 11 and 12. At a time when a king should 
have gone to war, David stayed home and ended up 
making a mess of things (II Samuel 11:1).

David looked out and saw a beautiful woman named 
Bathsheba. He became enamored with her. He called 
for her to be brought up to his room and he had sex 
with her. This was clearly adultery because she be-
longed to another man. The result was an unplanned 
pregnancy.

David, not wanting to be found out, put a plan in 
place to hide what he had done. Things didn’t go ex-
actly as he had hoped, and eventually Uriah ended 
up dead (David had him killed). David then seized 
the opportunity to marry Bathsheba, making him-

http://www.patriarchpublishinghouse.com/pphbooks.htm
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self look like a hero. Nobody knew about his sin 
except God and Bathsheba. Eventually, David dis-
covered that “your sin will find you out” (Numbers 
32:23). In response to David’s adultery, God sent the 
prophet Nathan to rebuke him.

It’s interesting to note that when the Bible mentions 
David’s multiple marriages and relationships with 
concubines, the Bible does not record that God was 
displeased and it was not considered adultery. On 
the other hand, when David stole another man’s wife 
(adultery) and tried to hide the fact, and then killed 
the man (murder), the Bible clearly describes how 
the Lord felt about it:

… but the thing that David had done displeased 
the Lord (II Samuel 11:27).

In the midst of the rebuke delivered by the prophet 
Nathan, the Lord did something interesting. Do you 
remember what God did?

God took credit for blessing David with his many 
wives and said that if they hadn’t been enough He 
would have given David more.

Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! 
Thus says the Lord God of Israel: ‘I anointed you 
king over Israel, and I delivered you from the 
hand of Saul. I gave you your master’s house 
and your master’s wives into your keeping, and 
gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if 
that had been too little, I also would have given 
you much more! Why have you despised the 
commandment of the Lord, to do evil in His 
sight? You have killed Uriah the Hittite with the 
sword; you have taken his wife to be your wife, 
and have killed him with the sword of the people 
of Ammon’” (II Samuel 12:7-9).

In the passage you just read, God takes credit for 
anointing David as king, delivering David from 
Saul, giving David his master’s house, giving David 
his master’s wives and giving him the house of Israel. 
Then God goes on to say,

If that had been too little, I also would have 
given you much more!

If having more than one wife is an iniquity or a 
mockery of God’s plan for marriage, why would God 
take credit for giving a man more than one wife? Is 
God the author of iniquity? Does God give people 
sin and tell them that if it wasn’t enough He would 
give them more sin? The answer is, “No.”

If having more than one wife is a sin, why would God 
have offered to give David “much more?” I do not be-
lieve that God would offer any of us “much more” sin.

God considered it sin for David to take a wife that 
belonged to another man, but He did not consider 
it sin for David to take on the responsibility of car-
ing for more than one wife. The way that God dealt 
with David proves that having more than one wife is 
not adultery. On the other hand, for a man (single or 
married) to take a wife from another man is adultery.

Take a look once more at a verse you read:

David did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, 
and had not turned aside from anything that 
He commanded him all the days of his life, ex-
cept in the matter of Uriah the Hittite (I Kings 
15:5).

Did the Holy Spirit know what He was talking about 
when He inspired those words? Did David really do 
what was right in the eyes of the Lord?

Did David really not turn aside from anything that 
God commanded him all the days of his life, except 
in the matter of Uriah the Hittite?




A History and Philoso-
phy of Marriage: 
Polygamy and Monogamy Com-
pared
by — James Campbell
(originally published in 1869)
142 pages, Paperback $20

A reprint of Christian philanthropist James 
Campbell’s classic work, originally published in 
1869 in Boston, Massachusetts.

(see order form on back page)

It is one thing to “parrot” certain truths, it is another thing to have a passion for truth!
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Either God s̓ Word is right and our traditional view 
is wrong, or our traditional view is right and the Bi-
ble is wrong. Which view will you choose to hold?

Please notice something important in the passage 
above. It does not say, “David did what was right in 
the eyes of God, except for having all those wives and 
concubines.”

The passage points only to his adultery with Bath-
sheba (and murder of her husband) as being sin. If 
being a caretaker/provider/husband for more than 
one woman was right in the eyes of the Lord then, 
what would make it wrong now? Did God change? 
Isn’t He the same yesterday, today and forever?

In Psalm 26, David, under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, stated that he

Walked in integrity, trusted in the Lord, walked 
in God’s truth, hated the assembly of evildoers, 
and would not sit with the wicked.

If having more than one wife and or numerous con-
cubines is truly wickedness, sin, a mockery of the 
institution of marriage, adulterous or unclean, why 
in the world would the Holy Spirit lead David to de-
scribe himself as a man who walked in integrity?

In that same Psalm David prays,

Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; Try my 
mind and my heart.

That is the prayer of a man who wants to please God 
and walk in righteousness. That’s the type of prayer 
that the Lord will answer.

It’s important to note that God did not respond by 
saying,

David, I’ve examined you, and you’re blowing 
it! You need to repent of the sin of polygamy. 
You need to get rid of those extra wives and con-
cubines.

The fact that David did what was right in the sight 
of the Lord except for the adultery (taking what be-

longed to another) with Bathsheba strongly suggests 
that God had no problem at all with David’s many 
wives and concubines.

David was a man who prayed that God would search 
His heart. David was a man whom the Lord did not 
hesitate to rebuke publicly for his sin of adultery with 
Bathsheba, yet the Lord never even hinted that He 
was displeased with David’s many wives.

Perversion of the Family?

Let me share a snippet from an article that was 
published on March 17, 2004, by a Christian group 
called Agape Press. The article written by Bill Fanch-
er and Jenni Parker carried the headline, “Same Sex 
Marriage Opens Door for Polygamy, Family Experts 
Warn.”

This is how the article began:

Pro-family advocates are worried that legalizing 
homosexual marriage will lead to other perver-
sions of the family. They feel there is concern 
among defenders of traditional marriage that le-
galizing same-sex marriage could lead to a push 
for polygamy.

The article then went on and shared quotes from 

Man and Woman in 
Biblical Law
by — Tom Shipley
268 pages, PB. $30
The goal of this book is to lay 
the foundation for the establish-
ment of a truly biblical social 

order, especially within the community of Bible-
believing, Christ-honoring families. The sub-
ject matter is patriarchy. The biblical exposition 
contained herein is devoted to establishing the 
proposition that it is patriarchy which was and is 
mandated by God ever since the original creation 
of man and woman. The scriptural discussion on 
polygamy here serves as a supporting role to the 
fundamental proposition of God-ordained and 
mandated patriarchy.

(see order form on back page)

It is our strengths, not our weaknesses, that are barriers to usefulness.
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It is possible to give without loving, but it is impossible to love without giving.
people such as Tony Perkins and Peter Sprigg of the 
Family Research Council, who also expressed fear 
that homosexual marriage could lead toward the le-
galization of polygamy.

I want you to notice that, in the previous quote, the 
authors of the article referred to polygamy as a per-
version of the family.

Put your thinking cap on for a moment and answer 
this question: “What would you call a person who 
practices perversion?” I don’t know about you, but 
the label I would put on a person who practices per-
version would be the word “pervert.”

If polygamy is a perversion, that would mean that 
David was a pervert. That would also imply that 
God is also a pervert since God gave David his many 
wives.

I don’t know about you, but I am not at all comfort-
able with even hinting that there is anything per-
verted about God. I do, however, believe that perhaps 
the biblical view of marriage has become perverted. I 
also believe that many within the church today are far 
more concerned with holding on to tradition rather 
than biblical truth (in many areas, not just marriage).

Take a glance back at the article I quoted from Agape 
Press and you’ll find that, like James Dobson, they 
intentionally used the phrase “traditional marriage” 
rather than the phrase “biblical marriage.”

Tradition may call polygamy a perversion, but God’s 
Word never does. I remind you of the harsh words 
Jesus shared with the religious leaders of His day:

Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, 
saying, “These people draw near to Me with their 
mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship 
Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments 
of men” (Matthew 15:7-9).

What are the odds that many of the traditional be-
liefs you and I hold actually have no basis in Scrip-
ture at all? That s̓ worth taking some time to think 
about.

An excerpt taken from B.A. Berean’s excellent book Why Do 
You Believe That? (see ad on page 109).
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This book represents many years of work. The author believes that it is one of the 
most important books that he will ever be privileged to write, simply because it 
is about one of the most vital scriptural subjects that could ever be addressed.

Heaven’s Embassy – The Divine Plan & 
Purpose of the Home

by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

The home is central to all of God’s dealings with man throughout the course of time. It is His Divine “institution” 
and “organization” on the earth; and for the believer, it is the Embassy of Heaven. An embassy is “the residence 
or office of an ambassador.” Since the believer is an ambassador of the Lord Jesus Christ (II Corinthians 5:14-21), 
his home is thus the Divine Embassy of heavenly ministry.
Pauline ministry is centered in the homes of believers. This is even the true sphere of the Body of Christ; for this 
reason our apostle speaks of “church in thy house.” This book doesn’t focus upon the external specifics of the 
ministry of Heaven’s Embassy (such as hospitality); that will be saved for another volume. Instead, it looks at the 
inner-workings of the Embassy itself, focusing upon its very nature  and internal purpose and function.

(see order form on back page)

Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain 
who build it (Psalm 127:1).

250 pp., PB. $20

http://www.studyshelf.com/family.htm#5675
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It is religion that has shed the blood of the saints; it is religion which has filled the ranks of “the noble army of martyrs.” – E.W. Bullinger

The Fellowship Inn is presently comprised of three houses 
built in 1895, located in Paint Borough adjacent to Windber, 
PA. These structures provide ample space for dedicated guest 
lodging. The Fellowship Inn is not a business venture, but the 
hospitality ministry extension of Pilkington Abbey; there are, 
therefore, no guest charges.

A large part of the Pilkington family passion has always 
been hospitality. Father has placed this in their makeup. 
The website www.FellowshipInn.com is an online calendar 
that will assist you in coming for a visit. It will allow you 
to see our family activities and who’s scheduled to visit us. 
Hopefully this will make it easier for you to make your plans 

to come, and let you know how serious we are about having 
you visit us.

“If you need fellowship, or sound teaching, or 
counseling, or you just plain need a break from life 
and want to come to a place of palpable peace and 
lovely love for a day, or a weekend, or a week, come 
here. It’s free. Just bring yourself, as you are. Go to 
the website and make a reservation. Find out when 
we’re all going to be here, and come here and taste 
for yourself what God has produced in the middle of 
nowhere.” – Martin Zender

At
Pilkington
Abbey

There are three basic groups of men in respect 
to marriage: (1) single, (2) monogamous, and 
(3) polygamous.

When it comes to the single, there are different types:

(a) those waiting to be married,

(b) those waiting to find a spouse, and

(c) those who are not interested or inclined to mar-
riage (at least at the present time).

Those not so inclined to be married are not strange 
or unusual (even though they may seem to be to 
those who do desire marriage, or are happily mar-
ried.) By divine design they have no “need.” Paul was 
like that; he taught it to be a gift of God (at least in his 

specific circumstance and time). In fact, he believed 
that whatever was one’s marital inclination, it was a 
gift from God.

But every man has his proper gift of God, one 
after this manner, and another after that (I 
Corinthians 7:7).

So, one’s marital inclination is a gift of God!

Others, actually the majority, have the marital gift 
of monogamy; but there is yet another gift that some 
have – the marital gift of polygamy. If you have this 
gift you undoubtedly know it, and you are not alone. 
David had this gift of polygamy. He “was a man af-
ter God’s Own heart,” and a man after the heart of 
women. Because David had a large marital capacity 
that was a gift of God, God Himself gave David his 

The Marital Gift of Polygamy
by —  Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

But every man has his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another 
after that (I Corinthians 7:7).
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multiple wives. God met the marital needs of more 
than one woman through his instrument David.

Some of you reading this know that you do not have 
a gift from God to be single. You also know that you 
do not have a gift to be a monogamist. You know 
that the God-given gift of your heart is to be a po-
lygamist. You have known this for many years. You 
have longed to marry, and over time you have found 
yourself longing to remarry – to the addition of your 
wife, not to her replacement. You have a deep, un-
wavering desire to expand your life and family in this 
way. You have a deep-seated desire to bring another 
wife into your heart to cherish and love. The thought 
of this is passionately precious and valuably sweet to 
you. This is the steadfast desire of your heart. Do not 
be alarmed: these are natural, God-given desires.

In Western society we live under the hypocritical 
moral tyranny of forced monogamy by government, 
society and religion. I say hypocritical, because all of 
these systems are supportive of serial-polygamy. All 
three of these – the government, society and religion 
– will allow you to take another wife, provided that 
you will be unfaithful and abandon your current one. 
Those are man’s rules, however; and if you are faith-
ful to your current wife, these systems will attempt 
to prohibit you from loving another woman and tak-
ing her to be your wife! These hypocritical systems 
will seek to punish faithfulness, while rewarding un-
faithfulness! If you will pursue a continued lifestyle 
of unfaithfulness, and abandon each wife in succes-
sion, they would allow you to have as many wives as 
you would care to have – all one at a time! – but, if 
you are an honorable and faithful man, you will be 
restricted to love, care for, cherish and marry only 
one! They will seek to constrain the broadness of 
your heart. So much for morally righteous govern-
ments, societies and religions!

Maybe because of the circumstances of our soci-
ety you think that you are prohibited from exercis-
ing your godly gift. Maybe you have felt the need to 
squelch the passion of your valuable gift. Maybe be-
cause of the pressure of the system’s mores you have 
not even been free to face and understand your own 
heart in these matters. You have thought so many 
times, “How strange that I would have such ‘evil 
thoughts!’” Yet, when you came to look closely at 
the scriptural doctrine of polygamy, you finally un-

derstood completely the wideness of your own heart 
and passion – and knew it to be the hand of God in 
your life. You do not have the heart of an adulterer; 
you have the faithful heart of a polygamist – and 
that from God! It is a very natural, God-given, God-
honoring desire to be the faithful, caring, sacrificing 
husband to more than one wife! It is a blessed gift 
from God!

Polygamy has always been a common heart-gift 
from God. There are a lot of plural marriages in the 
Bible, and God honored them. The law even required 
plural marriages under certain circumstances, and 
in other cases it made provision for it to be imple-
mented.

Most of us, having been raised under the influence of 
“modern” society, cannot comprehend the concept 
of multiple marriages. It is hard for us to understand 
the strong presence of polygamy in the Bible. In fact, 
more often than not, we are simply trained to ignore 
altogether that “strange” marital presence. When we 
get to those passages in the Scriptures, we simply 
skip over them mentally.

Polygamy is somewhat like having multiple children. 
A father can love one child with all his heart – and 
yet still want another child! Then, when he receives 
the second child, he can love it with all of his heart, 
too – and still love the first one just as much – maybe 
even more! His desire to have a second child is not 
because the first child was unfulfilling, but in fact 
because the first child was so fulfilling! The second 
child would be desired not because the first child was 
not “enough,” but because his heart was large enough 
to love more!

It takes courage to cross some bridges, and wisdom to know which ones to burn.

Restoring the Founda-
tions: Essays in Relational 
Theology
by — James Wesley Stivers
(originally published in 1995)
94 pages, PB. $13

A companion book to Eros Made 
Sacred, this is a study of the Christian Man’s re-
lation to God, woman, his children, his firstborn, 
social order, etc.

(see order form on back page)
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It’s hard to be angry at someone for whom you pray.

The Morality of Bibli-
cal Polygyny
by — William F. Luck, Sr.
28 pages, PB. $5

This is an amazing, courageous, 
contemporary work. William 
Luck is the son of Moody Bible 

Institute’s Dr. G. Coleman Luck, Sr, Chairman of 
the Department of Theology, and a capable bibli-
cal scholar in his own right.
“God didn’t ask me my opinion about the issue. 
He expected me to represent His. I’ve tried. If 
you can prove I’m mistaken, I’ll be the first to 
thank you. But I’m not holding my breath in the 
meanwhile.” – the Author, from the Introduction
“To date [over twenty years after its original pub-
lication], I find the arguments ‘pro’ quite superior 
to those ‘con.’” – the Author, from the Conclusion
• The Background
• Laws That Imply the Moral Propriety of Po-

lygyny
• Passages That Appear To Prohibit Polygyny
• The Association of Polygyny with Other Evils
• Alleged Prohibitions of Polygyny
• The Implications of “Adultery” in the “Vice 

Lists”
• Questions Concerning the Possibility of Moral 

Polygyny
(see order form on back page)

Polygamy is a good, solid, biblical principle. Now, 
granted, this principle (as with most any other, in-
cluding monogamy) can be and has been abused by 
evil men. Yet the principle of polygamy is a very hon-
orable one – godly, and divine by design. Polygamy 
has the potential to be a profound blessing to the 
lives of so many!

Our culture has lost this wonderful gift and order of 
God; but God’s people have a history of living before 
God against the flow of governmental, social and re-
ligious standards. God’s people are not constrained 
by cultural, social, governmental and religious rules 
and mores – we are constrained by the love of Christ 
(II Corinthians 5:14), and we see this loving con-
straint manifested in the many members of His 
Body, all individually in union with Him – their 
Head – by the greatness of His self-sacrificing love. It 

is this love that becomes the husband’s model:

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave Himself for it (Ephe-
sians 5:25).

Sacrificial love is at the heart of the gift of marriage, 
and its prime example is demonstrated in the broad-
heartedness of a gifted polygamist.

Taken from chapter 3 of the author’s book The Great Omis-
sion.

No Good Reason 
to Oppose 
Polygamy

by — Leah Libresco

Leah is a graduate of Yale University, living 
in Berkeley, CA. Her articles have been 
published in The Huffington Post, The Yale 
Daily News, and Unequally Yoked. She has 
been interviewed by CNN and MSNBC.

Clyde has been an active Bible student and 
teacher for 40 years, and has 19 published 
books. He resides in Windber, PA enjoying 
the greatest roles of his life: husband, father, 
and grandfather.

There is no good reason to oppose polygamy. 
None whatsoever. Most media coverage of po-
lygamy these days concerns sensational cases 

with misogyny, incest and pedophilia, but that does not 
mean that polygamy necessarily entails any of those 
crimes and abuses. The polygamy you need to go out of 
your way to find is the polygamy that is often surpris-
ingly egalitarian. Children have more role models to 
follow, and all family members receive ample support. 
The informal communities that grow around this life-
style value consent, honesty and accountability.

Ideological Turing Test
Abridged
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“The heart wants what the heart wants” and 
“You can’t help who you love” are two com-
mon phrases that everyone has heard at least 

once in their lives. I, for one, believe them wholeheart-
edly. History from all over the world is littered with fic-
tional and non-fictional tales of unexpected or uncon-
ventional love. Yet, in spite of this common knowledge 
many people and institutions still attempt to regulate 
matters of the heart, especially when the realm of mar-
riage enters into the equation. Who isn’t and is allowed 
to marry varies all over the world. Government, religion 
or some combination of the two tends to dictate the 
laws set in different countries. One would think that in 
a country known for freedom of religion, a melting pot 
of race, creeds and colors from all over the world, with 
slogans such as “Home of the Free” and “The Land of 
Opportunity,” would be the exception – but it’s not.

Despite being American myself, I’ve never been big on 
the political ins and outs of the U.S. in the past. There 
wasn’t any specific reason for this other than political 
science never did hold much of my interest. It wasn’t 
until recently that something finally sparked my inter-
est. There has been a lot of news coverage and attention 
brought to the hot topic of legalizing gay marriage. Just 
as there are a number of supporters for it, there seems to 
be just as many against. One recurring argument against 
legalizing gay marriage is that it will open the door to 
legalizing polygamy. Hearing some speak of legalizing 
polygamy as if it was a bad thing really struck a chord 
with me. What’s so wrong with polygamy? Why not le-
galize it? My interest and my ire officially piqued, I began 
researching polygamy as well as the exact laws that made 
it illegal in the United States – not to mention the rea-
soning behind thos laws.

Prior to my research I was always under the impression 
that the laws originally passed by the U.S. government to 
prevent bigamy were unfairly being used to make polyg-
amy, in all of its forms, illegal as well, simply because it 
challenged the past social norms that marriage was only 
between one man and one woman. This was yet another 
example of an outdated law based on ancient thinking 
that hadn’t yet changed with the times, though I fully 
believed it would eventually.

Two significant laws that made polygamy illegal in the 
United States are the Morrll Anti-Bigamy Act and the 
Edmunds Act. In July, 1862 the Morril Anti-Bigamy Act 
was passed, making polygamy a misdemeanor. It wasn’t 

until March, 1882 that the Morril Anti-Bigamy Act was 
reinforced by the passing of the Edmunds Act, making 
polygamy a felony. Of course, other bills were aimed 
at polygamy, like the Wade, Cragin and Cullom bills 
that never made it past Congress. Also, the Poland Act, 
passed in 1874, was used to help prosecute polygamists 
under the Morril Anti-Bigamy Act, which they tried to 
use to eliminate the control that members of the LDS 
(The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints) exerted 
over the justice system in Utah. The only problem was 
that many of the members they wished to prosecute were 
married before the passing of the bill and thus couldn’t 
be tried. Moreover, the wives couldn’t be forced to testify 
against their husbands and the plural marriage records 
were kept private in the LDS’ Endowment House, which 
is where all of the information most likely stayed until 
1887 when the Edmunds-Tucker Act was passed, effec-

Why Do You Believe 
That? 
by — B.A. Berean.
148 pages, Paperback
This well written, easy to read 
book is designed to provoke 

the reader lovingly to examine why they be-
lieve what they believe, while at the same time 
encouraging and equipping readers to study the 
Scriptures for themselves. Hold on tight, as aim 
is taken at a couple of the most sacred cows in 
the church today: traditional marriage and mo-
nogamy. It is done in an effort to help you see 
that what you’ve been told the Bible “says” may 
not actually be what the Bible teaches. Hailed by 
some advocates of polygamy, plural marriage, 
polygyny, etc. as the best “under the radar” edu-
cational tool available to introduce the masses 
to Biblical marriage and the options it provides 
beyond those presented in religious tradition. If 
you are pro-polygamy, part of the biblical fami-
lies movement, or simply a truth seeker, you will 
enjoy reading this insightful book. The Bible 
study helps presented within these pages are well 
worth the price of admission. You will want to 
read it again and again and share it with others.

(discontinued)

It’s the stones in the brook that make it sing.

Plural Marriage in the U.S.
by – Shoshauna P. Thomas
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tively disincorporating the LDS church and allowing the 
federal government to seize all of Endowment House’s 
assets.

From what I can gather, most of the anti-bigamy bills 
passed were a part of the U.S. federal government’s anti-
polygamy campaign directed at the LDS church and their 
control over the justice system in Utah. They passed all 
of these bills in an attempt to force the LDS to abandon 
the practice of polygamy, even denying Utah’s applica-
tion for statehood. In the end they won, and the LDS of-
ficially abolished the practice of polygamy in 1890 in an 
official document called The Manifesto. In 1895, when 
Utah applied again for statehood, it was finally approved; 
but one of the conditions for statehood was a ban against 
polygamy being written into the Utah state constitution. 
I now understand better why, having gone through so 
much in the past, it is so important to present day LDS 
members that a clear distinction be made between them 
and fundamental Mormons who still practice polygamy 
secretly.

All of this research had my mind abuzz, and the first 
question that came to mind was why the first amend-
ment, freedom to practice their religion, didn’t protect 
the Mormon’s right to practice polygamy. A man named 
George Reynolds from Utah asked the same question. He 
was an LDS member who was charged with bigamy un-

der the Morril Anti-Bigamy Act after he married Amelia 
Jane Schofield while he was still legally married to Mary 
Ann Tuddenham. Reynolds was indicted by a grand jury 
in 1874 and convicted in 1875. He was sentenced to two 
years hard labor in prison in addition to a five hundred 
dollar fine. Reynolds filed an appeal with the Utah Ter-
ritorial Supreme Court and in 1876 the court decided to 
uphold his original sentence. Most likely when he was 
finally finished serving his time in prison he and his 
family still suffered as the state of Utah has a history of 
separating the husband, the wives and the children. The 
practice of separating the entire family is one of the ma-
jor fears every polygamist family faces, and another rea-
son why they continue to live their polygamist lifestyle 
in secret.

In the case Reynolds v. United States, the court’s argu-
ment was that the first amendment defended religious 
belief, but not religious action, making the correlation 
that, if they allowed the practice of polygamy due to reli-
gious belief, then someone in the future could argue that 
they’re allowed to practice human sacrifice as a neces-
sary part of their religious belief. The court also called 
attention to the fact that English law specifying that a 
person could be married only to one person had existed 
since the time of King James I of England, and that the 
United States law was based on English law.

It seemed that the more I learned about the laws passed 
against polygamy, the more ignorant and discriminatory 
they seemed to me. Putting these laws into effect in an 
attempt to stop bigamy – people entering into another 
marriage while they’re still married to someone else and 
neither of the spouses being aware of the other – is un-
derstandable. They help protect the people who end up 
married to con artists, determined to defraud them, and 
unfaithful deceitful partners who live double lives. Yet, 
preventing polygamy isn’t fair: whether the people are 
involved because of their religious beliefs or they sim-
ply happen to love multiple people at the same time and 
their partners don’t mind sharing, I don’t see a problem. 
If everyone involved is well aware of the situation and 
they choose it anyway, why should the government stand 
in the way of their happiness? Just because it isn’t the so-
cial norm of the time doesn’t mean it’s wrong.

The old argument that condoning polygamy could lead 
to condoning human sacrifice is nonsense. Even those 
against polygamy today know that argument is weak, 
which is why they don’t use it today. The argument that 
United States law is based on English law is even more 
laughable. That argument should’ve been shelved a long 
time ago. Didn’t the original pilgrims first come to Amer-
ica to escape English law and to practice their religion 
freely without the interference of government? I wonder 
what they would say if they were still around watching 
their ancestors campaign against the LDS when their re-

Biblical 
Families
Biblical Families is 
a ministry dedicat-
ed to encouraging 
and strengthening 
Biblical marriages, 
including, but cer-

tainly not limited to, plural marriage.  We see plural 
marriage as a good, and caring, option for believers 
– ensuring that no one need be left without a family.
Biblical Families places a strong emphasis on fellow-
ship and supporting each other, as per the New Tes-
tament, and organizes national retreats and regional 
meetings.
Our website includes many helpful resources:

Online Articles
Discussion Boards
Newsletters
Retreat Information
Local contacts
Links to other helpful resources

Joy is not the absence of difficulties, but the presence of God.

www.Biblical Families.org
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ligion still called for them to practice polygamy? Also, 
didn’t the U.S. revolt against English rule when they no 
longer wanted to be a colony? So why, years later, is a 
court saying that a U.S. law based on an older English 
law makes it more valid than the first amendment of the 
constitution that our forefathers created to govern our 
own land?

Today the opponents of legalizing polygamy aren’t us-
ing the same old arguments to support their stance, but 
instead have a whole new one. They assert that polygamy 
encourages child abuse, and they support this with ref-
erences to instances in which older men marry under-
age children, something that we often hear about hap-
pening in secluded religious compounds. Hearing about 
prophets, underage women being forced to marry men 
old enough to be their grandfather, and the abuse suf-
fered by both women and children on these compounds 
has been all over the news. For many Americans it was 
the first and only impressions they’ve had about funda-
mental Mormons, compounds and polygamy. It wasn’t 
until television shows like Big Love and Sister Wives be-
came instant hits that the public began to see a different 
side to polygamy. They made people realize that not all 
fundamental Mormons are the same. To me this makes 
complete sense, as we all know different churches that 
subscribe to the same religion can still have different 
practices. Just because two people have the same Bible 
doesn’t mean they’ll get the same message from reading 
the same Scriptures.

Personally, I don’t believe that legalizing polygamy will 
promote child abuse. I believe the opposite will happen. 
The more light shined on those who abuse children in 
the name of religion, the more will be caught and the 
children saved. Also, those whose religion has been un-
justly lumped together with false prophets, pedophiles 
and abusers will finally get the chance for the world to 
see that their religion is different, and in the future it will 
be easier for others to make the distinction and they’ll be 
able to continue to practice their religion freely, in peace, 
and without fear. During my research I was glad to find 
that I wasn’t the only one to feel this way as I read Wendy 
Kaminer’s very interesting Article, Why Is Polygamy Il-
legal?

Don’t get me wrong: I’m certainly not an anarchist. I ab-
solutely believe that, for the greater good, we need laws 
to govern us as a people; but I also believe that, just as 
the times change, so should the laws change by which 
we live. If that wasn’t true, women wouldn’t be allowed 
to vote, schools would still be segregated, and slavery 
would still be in effect. Whether or not for religious rea-
sons, I believe a person should have the right to marry 
whom they want, as well as how many they want. As long 
as all parties involved are not only aware and approve, 
but want the arrangement. If marrying multiple people 

is what everyone involved wants and they aren’t hurting 
anyone, then what’s the harm? Another reason I believe 
that I’m not the only one who feels this way is a little clos-
er to home. The popularity of men and women falling in 
love and living happily ever after with multiple partners 
in books has continued to grow, making the “ménage or 
more” genre a fan favorite. Apparently some authors as 
well as some avid readers have no problem imagining or 
understanding polygamist relationships. If they didn’t, 
the genre wouldn’t be as accepted as it is. It is often the 
case that today’s fiction is tomorrow’s reality. With that 
said, I have high hopes for the laws of tomorrow.

Bible
Polygamy

Biblepolygamy.com features 
the straightforward teaching ministry of Brian Kelson. 
Here is a sampling of many topics found:

• Why teach the truth of Polygamy?
• Why is truth suppressed?
• Polygamist men and women in the Bible
• Early church and Martin Luther
• By the power vested in me?
• Fear & Hypocrisy

When the apostle Paul wrote to the Galatians he had 
been painted in a negative light by those opposing 
him. His apostleship had been put in question, his 
gospel had been ridiculed and his person had been 
defamed.

Paul’s vigorous appeal to his friends was ultimately 
ignored and in his last letter to Timothy we read that 
“all in Asia had turned away from him.” … This very 
Paul warned that in the last days, sound doctrine 
would not be endured and Christians would ever 
learn but never acknowledge the truth.
Many attempts will be made to discolor the truth of 
polygamy, but this site appeals to all readers to exam-
ine the Word of God against popular theology.

Judge nothing before the time (I Corinthians 4:5).

Shoshauna graduated from Cornell Univer-
sity and SUNY Stony Brook with two BAs’ 
before returning to the Bronx where she was 
born and raised. It wasn’t until after college 
that she discovered that writing was her true 
passion.
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