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I could pursue the exact same line of thought for 
dancing. We had a denomination or two that forbid 
dancing. They called it “sin”! And, while I agree that 
likely what the teen crowd was doing stepped well 
outside the boundaries of righteous behavior, the 
simple fact is that, on its face, dancing is not a sin. 
Scripture offers quite a few principles and even direct 
statements concerning how we are to act that would 
apply to dancing. So, when we see David dancing be-
fore the Lord, he is not sinning. Rather, he is wor-
shiping as he does so within the bounds of decent 
behavior as defined by God’s Word.

How about stealing? Is stealing ever regulated? The 
Ten Commandments among other places give us a 
very clear command: “Thou shall not steal.” Period. 
Other laws concerning stealing similarly list the 
infraction and the penalty. Nowhere ever in Scrip-
ture is stealing regulated. There is not a single place 
in Scripture where God regulates stealing by saying, 
“But, if you do steal, this is how you do it to remain 
inside the boundaries of what is righteous behavior.”

See, a regulator or regulation sets boundaries or con-
trols. If you look at our definition above, you will see 

Definition of Regulate

Transitive Verb

1a: to govern or direct according to rule.

b(1): to bring under the control of law or consti-
tuted authority.

b(2): to make regulations for or concerning: regu-
late the industries of a country.

2: to bring order, method, or uniformity to: regu-
late one’s habits.

3: to fix or adjust the time, amount, degree, or rate 
of: regulate the pressure of a tire.

Growing up in a small Southern town situated in the 
Bible belt, there were more than a couple of denomi-
nations with sins that I couldn’t find in the Bible.

One denomination said that drinking alcohol was 
a sin, but I found no such condemnation in the Bi-
ble. Oh, there are passages that state clearly not to 
be drunk and others that refer to wine as a mocker, 
but I could and still cannot find any passage or verse 
wherein God forbids strong drink. In fact, quite the 
opposite. There are multiple passages where God 
says to buy strong drink and enjoy! (Study the Feasts 
of the Lord.)

The simple fact is, God never condemns alcohol, but 
He does regulate its use. To state it another way, He 
allows it within certain boundaries; therefore it is not 
sin unless one steps outside of the specific boundar-
ies He placed on it.

Does God Regulate Sin?
by — Peter G. Rambo, Sr.
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Truth comes in bits and pieces. – Kenneth L. Wilson (1916-2005)
that to regulate something is to govern or direct it ac-
cording to rule. Essentially, this is allowing it within 
certain guidelines. We see this throughout our soci-
ety and culture. Many, many types of businesses are 
regulated. Clear regulations exist for how to operate 
a medical practice, funeral home, liquor store, distill-
ery, taxi cab service, etc.; the list is endless. It is not, 
therefore, illegal to operate those businesses as long 
as the operator remains within the guidelines of the 
governmental regulations.

Much of the Torah, and ensuing writings by prophets 
and apostles commenting on the Torah, is regulation. 
We are told what to do or what not to do in myriad 
circumstances. If we plant a tree, then we are to offer 
the first fruits in a certain year and only after may we 
partake of the tree. If we plant a field, we are to allow 
the land to rest every seventh year. Most regulations 
deal with interpersonal behavior: how we are to treat 
each other.

Where we often get into trouble is when we start 

making up sins, whether by tradition, cultural norms 
or building fences. Once we create a sin that the Fa-
ther never declared a sin, we have added to the Torah 
and supplanted, or attempted to supplant, Him as the 
righteous Judge and Ruler.

The simple point is that God never regulates sin. He 
never “allows sin” within certain boundaries. To put 
it another way, if God regulates a matter, then it, by 
definition, cannot be “sin.”

With this simple understanding, we can look at sev-
eral passages that refer to plural marriage and see 
that God clearly regulates the practice, thus demon-
strating that it is not sin when practiced within His 
prescribed boundaries. Consider,

Deuteronomy 21:15-17,

If a man has two wives, one beloved, and an-
other hated, and they have born him children, 
both the beloved and the hated; and if the first-
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Polygyny is not a sin, it’s marriage multiplied. – Barnabas Nagy

All relationships are challenging; the 
closer the relationship the more challeng-
ing they can be. — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

born son be hers that was hated: Then it shall be, 
when he maketh his sons to inherit that which 
he hath, that he may not make the son of the be-
loved firstborn before the son of the hated, which 
is indeed the firstborn: But he shall acknowledge 
the son of the hated for the firstborn, by giving 
him a double portion of all that he hath: for he 
is the beginning of his strength; the right of the 
firstborn is his.

Exodus 21:10,

If he take him another wife; her food, her rai-
ment, and her duty of marriage, shall he not di-
minish.

Both of these passages give very specific instruction 
for how a second wife, concurrent with the first, is 
to be treated. The simple fact that God regulates, or 

The Morality of Bibli-
cal Polygyny
by — William F. Luck, Sr.
28 pages, PB. $5

This is an amazing, courageous, 
contemporary work. William 
Luck is the son of Moody Bible 

Institute’s Dr. G. Coleman Luck, Sr, Chairman of 
the Department of Theology, and a capable bibli-
cal scholar in his own right.
“God didn’t ask me my opinion about the issue. 
He expected me to represent His. I’ve tried. If 
you can prove I’m mistaken, I’ll be the first to 
thank you. But I’m not holding my breath in the 
meanwhile.” – the Author, from the Introduction
“To date [over twenty years after its original pub-
lication], I find the arguments ‘pro’ quite superior 
to those ‘con.’” – the Author, from the Conclusion
• The Background
• Laws That Imply the Moral Propriety of Po-

lygyny
• Passages That Appear To Prohibit Polygyny
• The Association of Polygyny with Other Evils
• Alleged Prohibitions of Polygyny
• The Implications of “Adultery” in the “Vice 

Lists”
• Questions Concerning the Possibility of Moral 

Polygyny




places boundaries on, how a husband is to treat his 
wives demonstrates that plural marriage is not and 
cannot be sin. God cannot and does not regulate sin.

Because plural marriage is clearly regulated in Scrip-
ture, we can be sure that it is not sin as long as it is 
conducted within the various boundaries set by God. 
Selah.

(edited)

Topics: Sin; Polygamy, defense against the critics of; Polygamy, 
morality of

Scripture: Deuteronomy 21:15-17; Exodus 21:10

Eros Made Sacred: or
The Biblical Case Made for Po-
lygamy
by — James Wesley Stivers
(originally published in 1991)
74 pages, PB. $13
This book presents a clear bib-

lical justification for polygamous marriage as 
sanctioned by the Holy Scriptures. The issue of 
polygamy is used to contrast current moral bias-
es with those found in the Bible. First published 
more than 15 years ago, this thoughtful work has 
gone unrefuted. Provocative, instructional, chal-
lenging, edifying. The book chapters are:
• Polygamy: A Biblical Custom
• Objections Answered; In Favor of Polygamy
• The Ministry of the Patriarch
• Polygamy as a Tool of Christian Dominion
• Feminism, Monogamy and Witchcraft

PJ

Peter, 52, married for28 years to Kelly and the 
father of four boys, is a graduate of Columbia 
Biblical Seminary (M.Div.), as well as a com-
bat veteran, Airborne Ranger-qualified, former 
US Army officer. With 17 years of ministry ex-
perience, providing leadership to a home fel-

lowship, he is the author of two books: Repairing the Breach 
and Ten Parts in the King.
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Truth leads on to more truth. Error involves us in still deeper error. – A.P. Adams (1847-1920)

Much of what I teach is regarding absolute 
truth – it is fixed and foundational. On 
the other hand, however, there’s a lot of 

what I share that is relative. In this area I deal with 
the application of absolute truth in day-to-day life.

It is here, in the relative (how we relate the truth 
practically in our lives), that things are often more 
difficult. This is due to the barrage of unparalleled 
circumstances that today’s believers must face. 
These circumstances are so far removed from the 
divine ideal that we are caught in extremely difficult 
situations.

These conflicting settings are, more often than not, 
less than ideal, if not in outright opposition to God 
and His revealed principles. For this reason, believers 
frequently simply have to do the best they can do 
under the circumstances. God knows all about it 
since, obviously, it is He Who has designed these 
challenges of faith. In this sense – to use a common 

expression – we must simply play the hands we are 
dealt.

Although, having said that, by the grace of God, 
utilizing divine wisdom and the courage of faith, we 
may take advantage of the opportunity – to use the 
“card” analogy again – to discard and draw again. 
In so doing we are daring to cross the currents of a 
society that has recklessly abandoned God and His 
revelation. This is not an easy course, and it is one 
that we likely will walk alone.

Topics: Polygamy, Society and; Culture; Society

 

This book represents many years of work. The author believes that it is one of the 
most important books that he will ever be privileged to write, simply because it is 
about one of the most vital scriptural subjects that could ever be addressed.
The home is central to all of God’s dealings with man throughout the course of 

Heaven’s Embassy – The Divine Plan & 
Purpose of the Home

by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

time. It is His Divine “institution” and “organization” on the earth; for the believer, it is the Embassy of Heaven. 
An embassy is “the residence or office of an ambassador.” Since the believer is an ambassador of the Lord Jesus 
Christ (II Corinthians 5:14-21), his home is thus the Divine Embassy of heavenly ministry.
Pauline ministry is centered in the homes of believers. This is even the true sphere of the Body of Christ; for this 
reason our apostle speaks of “church in thy house.” This book doesn’t focus upon the external specifics of the 
ministry of Heaven’s Embassy (such as hospitality); that will be saved for another volume. Instead, it looks at the 
inner-workings of the Embassy itself, focusing on its very nature, internal purpose and function.

Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain 
who build it (Psalm 127:1).

250 pp., PB. $20




Crossing the Currents of Society
Doing the Best We Can Do Under the Circumstances

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Clyde has been an active Bible student and 
teacher for 40 years, and has 19 published 
books. He resides in Windber, PA enjoying 
the greatest roles of his life: husband, father, 
and grandfather.

PJ
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We practice daily what we believe; all the rest is just religious talk. – Peter M. Lord

The Patriarch’s Journal’s New Format

Dear friends,

We made the first two volumes of the Patriarch’s 
Journal (issues 1-17) available as a print-only peri-
odical. Early on it was our conscious choice not to 
have it available electronically – with the hopes that 
it would better encourage others to participate ac-
tively in writing articles and telling their personal 
stories, without public exposure.

We understand that, because of social and cultural 
mores, for many the study and practice of plural 
marriage is a very private matter. while some do not 
specifically try to hide their faith and practice of this 
important aspect of scriptural family life, neither do 
they seek to flaunt it. We wanted to respect that choice, 
again hoping that as a print-only publication we 
would facilitate more reader participation. However, 
such involvement did not immediately materialize.

Therefore, after a long hiatus, with much re-evalu-
ation of the purpose and future of this periodical, 
beginning with the previous issue, we made the deci-
sion to publish the Patriarch’s Journal electronically.

We still encourage as much personal sharing within 
the pages of the Patriarch’s Journal as possible: folks 
telling their own stories, experiences, journeys, etc. – 
however, now being aware that in doing so it is on a 
much more public platform.

This journal will still be available as a print periodical 
– in the volume format. We currently have published 
two such volumes containing the back issues. They 
are available on the order form and at patriarchsjour-
nal.com.

Our love to each of you.

Until the next issue, we remain your servants,

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.




Loving
Large

Editorial

Patriarchs’ Journal
Bound Volumes Available! — 8.5” x 11” 148 pages, paperback

Volume 1; Issues 1-8
Volume 2; Issues 9-17

A literal wealth of study material on the biblical family. In addition to personal 
use, it can be used for teaching material, or for family reading times. It also 
serves as a great reference work as it has an issue, article, author, topic and 
Scripture index.

Patriarchs’ Journal is dedicated to the definition, defense, support and encouragement of 
the God-ordained family as an autonomous, sovereign entity that existed before civil governments and 
religious organizations, and is independent of their approval and direction. (See order form on back page.)

A History and Philoso-
phy of Marriage: 
Polygamy and Monogamy Com-
pared
by — James Campbell
(originally published in 1869)
142 pages, PB. $20

A reprint of Christian philanthropist James 
Campbell’s classic work, originally published in 
1869 in Boston, Massachusetts.

http://patriarchsjournal.com/
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Vermont Professor Calls Polygamy
“The New Marital Rights Frontier”

by — Mitch Wertlieb and Kathleen Masterson
A Vermont college professor says that polygamy is 
about to become the new marital and civil rights is-
sue. You heard right: Janet Bennion, a professor of 
anthropology and sociology at Lyndon State College, 

says legalizing the marriage of more than two people 
– or at least decriminalizing the practice – is primed 
to become the next civil rights frontier. 

Bennion has been researching polygamy for two de-
cades. She says not all forms of polygamy are harm-
ful, and that all citizens deserve civil rights, even if 
others disagree with their way of life. Bennion says 
it comes down to a civil rights issue:

Even if we disagree with polygamy … the polyga-
mists need protection. They are residents, citizens 
of the United States. They deserve to have the same 
rights and privileges that all individuals have.

— Vermont Public Radio

(abridged & edited)

Topics: 

Truth does not become error, even when it stands alone!



 

Wife Loving: The Husband’s 
Paramount Privilege

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
This book is about Christ-mentored husbandry; a look at husbands’ important 
and honored role of loving their wives. So lofty and divine is its pursuit, Paul pres-
ents none other than Christ Himself as the mentor: “Husbands, love your wives, 
even as Christ also loved the church.”

“What wonderful thoughts. They are so true and practical. I love it!” – The Netherlands
“I have seldom read so much wisdom on marriage in relation to biblical principles.” – 
Denmark 185 pp., PB. $10

“Powerful, powerful stuff! As a woman I am honored by it. I am deeply grateful for your boldness to honor women and to 
portray the marriage relationship as simply yet profoundly as God intended.” – CA



Biblical 
Families
Biblical Families is 
a ministry dedicated 
to encouraging and 
strengthening Bibli-
cal marriages, in-
cluding, but certainly 
not limited to, plural 
marriage.  We see 

plural marriage as a good, and caring, option for believ-
ers – ensuring that no one need be left without a family.

Biblical Families places a strong emphasis on fellow-
ship and supporting each other, as per the New Tes-
tament, and organizes national retreats and regional 
meetings.

Our website includes many helpful resources:
Online Articles
Discussion Boards
Newsletters
Retreat Information
Local contacts
Links to other helpful resources

www.Biblical Families.org

PJ

Restoring the Founda-
tions: Essays in Relational 
Theology
by — James Wesley Stivers
(originally published in 1995)
94 pages, PB. $13

A companion book to Eros Made 
Sacred, this is a study of the Christian Man’s re-
lation to God, woman, his children, his firstborn, 
social order, etc.

(see order form on back page)

http://www.patriarchpublishinghouse.com/9781629040462.htm
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Error does not become truth just because it is widely accepted.

To View Polygamy as Source of Strife 
Is Inaccurate

Children Raised in this Set-Up Know the True Value of a Family
by — Sinethemba Cele

►

Practiced mainly in Africa in its proper respectful 
family value-based form, then marred and per-
verted by the arrival of the colonizers, polygamy 

is now represented as a form of slavery for women.

Our history hasn’t been properly represented, as it 
was not told by our own and from our own account.

Polygamy is more about family and the wealth that 
comes with being part of that family. As a people, we 
have never been an “I” society but an “us” one, and 
it has never been about the self. If you truly want to 
understand us, you must view everything from this 
premise. We have always shared, we prefer to share, 
and this is what polygamy represents.

Sharing in this regard means having more mothers 
to love and nurture – and more hands to share the 
workload.

Everything is shared: the pain, the joy, the tears, the 
rain, the land and everything else.

In a polygamous family, you have people around 
you to guide and care, give directions and wisdom – 
nothing goes unnoticed throughout the compound, 
and this takes care of the many societal ailments we 
have today.

Imagine the possibility of having three mothers and 
four sisters to notice you haven’t been yourself; those 
close to you will notice when you lose your smile.

There are many sides to this type of set-up. There are 
many variants and varieties; the practice is conduct-
ed differently throughout the continent – from one 
tribe to another and one clan to another clan.

To describe polygamy as a cause of strife is a bit far-
fetched and unfair; polygamy is a choice.

The assertion and subsequent acceptance of colonial-
ism, religion and industrialization, which shaped ur-
banization and migration of labor, led to the destruc-
tion of the African family.

All of this has led to a dysfunctional African nation 
that has lost touch with the most basic concept, fam-
ily. The family unit in a polygamous set-up empha-
sizes that there should be no distinction between the 
biological and non-biological family members. Each 
mother is regarded at the same level, and their obli-
gation is the same to all of the children.

This means that all should be treated in equal mea-



The Great Omission:
Christendom’s Abandonment 
of the Biblical Family
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
204 pages, PB. $15

This book presents twenty years 
of study, taking a candid look at 

the issue of multiple wives in Scripture and soci-
ety. The book chapters are:
• The Problem: The Sad, Ignored Epidemic
• The Divine Provision
• The Marital Gift
• The Old Testament Scriptural Precedent
• The New Testament Scriptural Precedent
• The Religious System’s Destruction of the 

Biblical Family
• The History of Its Practice
• The Cultural Issue
• The Benefits of Plural Marriage
• Who Is Immoral?
This book also has 14 appendices.

(see order form on back page)
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sure. This is very vital to ensure the continued cohe-
sion within the home.

Polygamy, like all that humans partake in, may be flawed 
for some people and completely different for other 
people. We cannot, however, ignore the fact that the 
tapestry and very fabric that makes us human is family.

So, it is not for us to question polygamy but to ac-
cept that it has the benefit of giving a loving family 
to children and a dignified and progressive life for 
those who choose to be in a polygamous set-up.

For me, polygamy is beautiful and unique, but … un-
fortunately, the literature and the study of the prac-
tice is in many ways outdated and, at best, has up to 
this point been negligent of the reality lived by those 
involved in the practice. Polygamy, in very many 
ways, represents a tight-knit family structure.

Sunday World
October 14, 2018

(edited)

Topics: Polygamy, defense against the critics of; Polygamy, 
misconceptions of

Truth is heavy; therefore few care to carry it. – Winston Churchill (1874-1965)

Marriage is most endangered 
when it rests in the coercive hands 
of the State.

— Christopher Wesley



PJ

Sign up for the free Patriarchs’ Journal!

Man and Woman in 
Biblical Law
by — Tom Shipley
268 pages, PB. $30

The goal of this book is to lay 
the foundation for the establish-
ment of a truly biblical social 

order, especially within the community of Bible-
believing, Christ-honoring families. The sub-
ject matter is patriarchy. The biblical exposition 
contained herein is devoted to establishing the 
proposition that it is patriarchy which was and is 
mandated by God ever since the original creation 
of man and woman. The scriptural discussion on 
polygamy here serves as a supporting role to the 
fundamental proposition of God-ordained and 
mandated patriarchy.

After Polygamy Was 
Made a Sin
The Social History of Christian 
Polygamy
by — John Cairncross
260 pp., PB. $30 (see order form on 
back page)

Cairncross contends in this fascinating historical 
analysis that it was when the Church became cen-
tered in Rome that “polygamy” became a “sin.” Based 
on rigorous research he demonstrates however that 
there is a strong underground polygamous Christian 
tradition, including support from such prominent 
figures as Milton, Newton, Spinoza and others.

Evaluating Western 
Christianity’s Interpre-
tation of Biblical Po-
lygamy
by — Lauren Heiligenthal
88 pages, PB. $10

This book demonstrates that the popular Western 
worldview regarding marriage affects biblical inter-
pretation. While most Western societies uphold mo-
nogamy as God’s ideal form of marriage, a number of 
other cultures practice polygamy. Western Christian-
ity often perceives polygamy as a threat to the mo-
nogamist ideal; therefore, this book evaluates wheth-
er the Bible clearly advocates that polygamous men 
should become monogamous through divorce.
After interpreting Scripture through the lens of the bib-
lical audience, this book then applies the interpreta-
tions from the five biblical texts to a modern situation 
involving polygamy. Since there is no biblical text that 
explicitly prohibits polygamy or promotes monogamy, 
this book argues that the interpretation of the monoga-
mist ideal tends to derive from one’s worldview rather 
than the Bible. (see order form on back page)

https://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=ThePatriarchsJournal&loc=en_US
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